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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:
________________________________________________________________________ 

(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign also) 

AGENDA DATE: 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 

CONTACT PERSON(S) NAME AND PHONE NUMBER: 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:   

STRATEGIC GOAL:   

SUBGOAL:  

SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City Manager to do what?  Be descriptive of what we want Council to 
approve.  Include $ amount if applicable. 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete description of the contemplated action.  
This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of this action? 
What are the citizen concerns? 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding source by account numbers and 
description of account.  Does it require a budget transfer?

HAVE ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTS BEEN NOTIFIED?  ___ YES ___NO 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: 
SECONDARY DEPARTMENT: 
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RESOLUTION 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF EL PASO: 
 
 THAT the City Attorney is authorized to retain outside counsel, Davidson Troilo Ream & 

Garza, attorney Frank J. Garza in matters regarding allegations of potential violations of the City’s 

Ethics Ordinance, Standards of Conduct, Charter Provisions, and State Statutes.  

 
APPROVED this ____ day of May, 2023. 

       CITY OF EL PASO 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Oscar Leeser, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
               
Javier Macias      Karla M. Nieman 
Assistant City Attorney     City Attorney 
 







 
FRANK J. GARZA 

 
Education: Trinity University (B.A., 1983) 
  Catholic University (J.D.,1986) 
 
Experience: Mr. Garza is a shareholder of the law firm DAVIDSON, 

TROILO, REAM & GARZA, and helps manage the Firm by 
serving on the Management Committee.   

 
 He currently serves as City Attorney for the cities of Alamo Heights, 
Balcones Heights, Cibolo, Helotes, Robstown, Rockwall and Terrell Hills. He 
serves as Special Counsel for the cities of Ingleside, Richmond, San Antonio, 
Windcrest and also serves as Special Counsel for Brownsville Public Utilities and 
New Braunfels Utilities.  Mr. Garza serves as General Counsel to Brooke 
Development Authority, City of San Antonio Civil Service Commission, City of San 
Antonio Police and Fire Civil Service Commission, Alamo Area Metropolitan Policy 
Organization, VIA Metropolitan Transit Authority, Cibolo Canyon Special 
Improvement District, Westside 211 Special Improvement District, Crosswinds 
Special Improvement District and Talley Road Special Improvement District. Mr. 
Garza has assisted the cities of El Paso, Laredo, New Braunfels, San Antonio, San 
Marcos and Kyle with updating ethics ordinances and/or investigations of public 
officials and employees.  Has conducted over 15 CLE courses on municipal law 
and ethics of public officials.  

 
 Mr. Garza served as City Attorney for the City of San Antonio from 1995 to 

2002.  His duties as City Attorney included providing general counsel services to 
the Mayor and Council Members as well as to the City Manager and the executive 
team. The executive team included over 50 department directors and assistant 
directors as well as the City Manager and her assistants.  His duties also included 
providing general counsel services to the over 30 boards and commissions.  His 
approach is to have hands on responsibility to the legal needs of the public officials 
and the executive administrator while also making sure that the legal needs of the 
governmental entity are being addressed.   

 
 Mr. Garza served as a Deputy City Attorney and Assistant City Attorney for 

the City of Dallas from 1986 to 1995. Mr. Garza provided legal representation to 
all city departments in the employee grievance and disciplinary process, as well as 
provided legal advice to all city departments in responding to claims and lawsuits 
involving labor and employment matters. During his tenure with the City of Dallas, 
Mr. Garza developed the sexual harassment policy, drug testing policy and related 
policies. He was lead counsel in over ten employment and civil rights jury trials. 
During this time, he wrote briefs and argued on six occasions to the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and twice writing Briefs in Opposition for Writ of Certiorari to the 
United States Supreme Court.  

 
 Mr. Garza has been an  Adjunct Professor in the Public Administration Graduate 

Program since 2002 at St. Mary’s University. He teaches two classes, Ethics and 
Public Officials and the Basics of Municipal Government.  

 



Membership:   United States District Court for the Western District of Texas 
    United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas 
    Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
    United States Supreme Court 
    San Antonio Bar Association  
    Mexican American Bar Association  
 
Affiliations:   Texas City Attorney’s Association Board of Directors (2008-2015) 
   President, Texas City Attorney’s Association (2014)  
   International Municipal Lawyers Association  
   Texas Municipal League Board of Directors (2022 to present)  
 
Community:  Big Brothers and Sisters of Dallas Fort Worth (1987 -1995) 
Service  Board of Directors Big Brothers and Sisters (1989-1995) 
  President, Big Brothers and Sisters (1992-1995) 
  University Hospital Foundation Board of Directors (2005 to present) 
  President University Hospital Board of Directors (2017 to 2019) 
  Consejo Education Foundation Member (2009 to present) 
  Board of Directors Consejo Education Foundation (2016 to present) 
  Rey Feo Scholarship Committee  
  Hope for the Future Khaki and Plaid King (2018) – Raised $156,000 
  Hope for the Future Khaki and Plaid Chair (2019) -  Raised over $900,000 
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