
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

June 11, 2025
CITY 3 BASEMENT - THORMAN CONFERENCE ROOM - 801 TEXAS AVENUE

4:00 PM

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will be conducted 
on the above date and time.

In compliance with the requirement that the City provide two-way communication for members of the 
public, members of the public may communicate with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board during 
public comment, and regarding agenda items by calling the following number:

1-915-213-4096 or Toll Free Number: 1-833-664-9267

At the prompt please enter the corresponding Conference ID:  461-195-43#

If you wish to sign up to speak, please contact Alondra Navarrete at 
parksandrecreation@elpasotexas.gov or (915) 212-0092, no later than one day prior to the meeting.

A quorum of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board members must be present and participate in 
the meeting.

CALL TO ORDER

PUBLIC COMMENT

This time is reserved for members of the public who would like to speak on items not 
on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board agenda.

AGENDA

1. Approval of Minutes:  Of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting of 
May 14th, 2025 - Marcella Carrillo, Board Chair

BC-570

2. Discussion & Action: On adoption of staff recommendation to suspend BC-746
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Theresa Valdez for three (3) months for violation of the City of El Paso Parks 
and Recreation Department’s Behavior Management Policy. - Grievance 
Subcommittee Member

3. Discussion & Action: On adoption of staff recommendation to suspend Maria 
Elena Sarmiento for three (3) months for violation of the City of El Paso Parks 
and Recreation Department’s Behavior Management Policy. - Grievance 
Subcommittee Member

BC-747

4. Presentation & Discussion: On Upcoming Parks and Recreation Summer 
Programming - Raul Diaz, Media Specialist

BC-748

ADJOURN

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

Sign language interpreters will be provided for this meeting upon request. Requests must be made to 
parksandrecreation@elpasotexas.gov a minimum of 72 hours prior to the date and time of this 
meeting.

If you need Spanish Translation Services, please email parksandrecreation@elpasotexas.gov at least 
72 hours in advance of the meeting.

Posted this 5th day of June 2025 by Alondra Navarrete, Office Manager.
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD  

  
WEDNESDAY, May 14th, 2025, AT 4:00 P.M. 

Virtual Meeting through Teams  
 

Minutes 
  

Members Present: (5)  
District 1 – Sandra Olivar   
District 4 – Benjamin Avalos    
District 5 – Luis Terrazas 
District 7 – Marcella Carrillo (Chair)  
District 8 – Ricardo Bustamante  
 

Members Absent: (4)  
Mayor – Deborah Zuloaga 
District 2 – Anna Alemán (Vice-Chair)  
District 3 – Michael Adjemian  
District 6 – Timothy Haddox  
 

City Staff Present  City Attorney – Legal  
Pablo Caballero, Director  
Emigdio Gonzalez, Assistant Director  
Alondra Navarrete, Office Manager     
Jazmine Pullom, Customer Relations Rep. 
Raul Diaz, Media Specialist 
Susana Arroyo, Rec. & Sports Coordinator 
Richard Bristol, Deputy City Manager 
 

Jesus Quintanilla, Assistant City Attorney  

 
• Call to Order 

  
Marcella Carrillo, Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:08 P.M.  
  

Marcella Carrillo, Board Chair, did a roll call.    
 

• Public Comment (for items not on the agenda):  
  
No members of the public were present to discuss items not on the agenda  

 
1. Approval of Minutes: Of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting of April 9th, 2025 – 

Marcella Carrillo, Board Chair 
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Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – Minutes May 14th, 2025 

2  
  

 
Marcella Carrillo, Board Chair, asked the Board to review the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board for April 9th, 2025, minutes and approve them.  
  

Motion by Richard Bustamante to accept the April 9th, 2025, Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board minutes as written, seconded by Luis Terrazas.  
  
AYES: Sandra Olivar, Ben Avalos, Luis Terrazas, Marcella Carrillo, Ricardo Bustamante 
NAYS:  
ABSENT: Deborah Zuloaga, Anna Alemán, Michael Adjemian, Timothy Haddox 
  
Motion passes.  
  

2. Presentation & Discussion: On Club Rec Summer Camp – Susana Arroyo, Recreation & 
Sports Coordinator 
 
Susana Arroyo, Recreation and Sports Coordinator, addressed the Board with a PowerPoint 
presentation to give the Board information on the Department’s upcoming Club Rec Summer 
Camp, which will be held at recreation centers city-wide to engage the community’s youth.   
 
Board members had questions and comments that were answered and considered by Ms. Arroyo. 
 

3. Presentation & Discussion: On Live Active EP Summer Programs – Diana Cepeda, Strategic 
Initiatives Manager 
 
In the absence of Diana Cepeda, Strategic Initiatives Manager, Raul Diaz, Media Specialist, 
addressed the Board alongside a PowerPoint presentation to share Live Active programming 
that’s been held in the past fiscal year, and present the program’s upcoming summer events.   
 
Board members had questions and comments that were answered and considered by Mr. Diaz. 
 

• Adjournment: 4:39 p.m.  
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"I am Mrs. Dolores Calderon to inform you that Marisela arrived in the 
company of Ms. del Aliviane, inviting us to participate in her crafts and to sign 
a sheet where she proves that she was with them. 
And I and Maria Elena Sarmiento were there and Maria Elena started attacking 
Marisela yelling at her that she was not invited when everyone was invited in 
general."

28



29



*TRANSLATION*

To whom it may concern:

I just want to complain that on Friday, January 17 I went to buy the bingo 
cards and Maria Elena Sarmiento said “how many cards are you taking”, I 
told her “it is 9 cards” and she said “don't steal one” and I answered “when 
did I steal one”. It is not the first time that she has been so mean to me; I 
have not done anything to her. The other time I told her, “Don't go around 
saying that there is no money left,” and she said, “You haven't told me how 
much money is left”.

Sincerely, 
Lupita T. Garcia
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*TRANSLATION*

To whom it may concern:

On February 13 2025, President Maria Elena Sarmiento and myself had 
differences over a payment not authorized by the council. She threatened me 
that she had filed a complaint against me. 

After this incident, members of the center questioned me. The president put 
me in conflict with the community of the center. 

In the activities of the Happiness Center, Mrs. President stopped taking 
responsibility for her position, arguing that she is only a volunteer. Leaving the 
responsibility to the vice-president Elba and myself David Perez (treasurer), 
having to fulfill all the activities concerning the Happiness center. 

In my personal opinion she has stopped taking responsibility as president and 
is affecting us in all plans and projects for the community center to grow as it 
should be and meet the expectations that are required for the Happiness 
center.
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*TRANSLATION*

To whom it may concern:

On February 27, at the time of the bingo game, there was confusion between the participants and the 
president, Maria Elena Sarmiento, who caused a problem in which she questioned me about the bingo 
numbers in front of all the members of the community center in a loud and disrespectful manner.

She lacked the judgment and the way to resolve the incident in a peaceful manner, instead of 
disrupting the order in the community. 

Mr. Alfredo Perez had the same incident with the same person, Ms. Sarmiento (President). Still, in a 
different manner, Mr. Perez confronted her after the bingo game was over, and this incident 
happened on Feb. 19, 2025.

I hope you will pay attention to this document (report) to put an end to these differences.

Sincerely,  Jose David Perez
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*TRANSLATION*

To whom it may concern:

I, Josefina Perez, am reporting Mrs. Maria Elena S. (president) of the council for her bad attitude 
and her disrespectful attitude for the reason that she made me feel bad in front of other people 
qualifying my husband as a gossipy person making me feel bad for the way she was expressing 
herself in front of all the people without any respect.

I hope you will pay attention to this report and correct the attitude of the president, ASAP. 

Thank you, 
Josefina Perez
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*TRANSLATION*
To whom it may concern:

I, Marisela Muñoz, brought to your attention several times that Maria Elena Sarmineto provokes me, because 
of a problem that she thinks that she has told me that I thought I was the owner of the center.
I have not answered her in any way, but enough is enough. I need you to do something, please.

Marisela Muñoz
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*TRANSLATION*

By means of this letter I would like to communicate that the week of March 27th, a 
problem arose while playing bingo with Mrs. Maria Elena Sarmineto, causing a 
problem with Mr. David Perez.
Mr. David gave the bingo, and Mrs. Sarmineto received it and became very rude, 
she began to shout through the microphone and Mr. David felt uncomfortable 
because of the way she was shouting and I want to clarify that this is not the first 
time, it had already happened on other occasions with Mr. Alfredo Perez.

Marisela Munoz
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*TRANSLATION*

To whom it may concern:

I am going to make a report of what happened yesterday. I felt very uncomfortable because 
Maria Elena, the president, told me that why did I let Marisela collect the signatures for the 
food that I have to do but I was helping in the kitchen and I told the president that it did not 
bother me that Marisela did it and also Marisela told me that there are people who tell her that 
I don't do anything because I am just sitting around. I say that if they don't like that I am the 
king, why did they vote for me? people don't look at what I do, I go to the dances promoting 
the dances here, I help in the kitchen, I fix the tables when there is going to be a dance and 
besides the president is just telling me to do something here in the dining room and not let 
Marisela do what I have to do. I feel very bad that people are talking about me. I have been 
thinking of resigning as queen so that she will no longer be telling me things.

42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



El Paso, TX

Legislation Text

300 N. Campbell
El Paso, TX

File #: BC-748, Version: 1

CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS
LEGISTAR AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM

AGENDA LANGUAGE:
This is the language that will be posted to the agenda.  Please use ARIAL 11 Font.

Presentation & Discussion: On Upcoming Parks and Recreation Summer Programming - Raul Diaz, Media
Specialist

El Paso, TX Printed on 6/5/2025Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 57

http://www.legistar.com/


6/10/2025

1

Parks and Recreation
Special Events
Raul Diaz, Media Specialist
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6/10/2025
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Movies at the Park
Movies at the Park is a free outdoor film series that invites 
residents to enjoy family-friendly movies under the stars at parks 
across the city.

Presented in partnership with Raising Cane’s, ZTEX Construction, 
and the El Paso Community Foundation.

District 1: Friday, May 23
Braden Aboud Memorial Park
Attendance: 300

District 2: Friday, June 6
Grandview Park
Attendance: 500
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Upcoming Events

ElPasoTexas.gov/Juneteenth

Youth Programming
Program is designed to foster personal growth, teamwork, and well-
being in young individuals through a dynamic blend of sports, skill-

building, and health-focused activities.

Mini Sports – Basketball 
• Season June 9 – August 2
• Ages 4-7

Recreational Leagues
• Volleyball
• Season June 9 – August 1
• Ages 9-13

Jump Start - Soccer
• Camp June 16 – August 1
• Ages 3 years old
• Armijo Recreation Center

Mini Sports- Soccer
• Season June 9 – August 2
• Ages 4-7
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Live Active El Paso 
Free program to promote better health and wellness 

by encouraging physical activity, improved nutrition, and 
strong mental health

Hike A Thon Series
• June 21 – Maze Trail
• July 12 – Old Tin Mine
• August 16 – Palisades Canyon Loop
• September 20 – Knapp Land

Back to School Event
• Saturday, July 26
• Eastwood Park
• 8 AM – 10 AM

Live Active Day 
• Saturday, August 23
• Memorial Reserve
• Time - TBD 

Yoga Wednesdays
• June 18 - September 3
• Argal Park
• 7:00 PM

8

Questions
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