
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 OSCAR LEESER PETER SVARZBEIN, DISTRICT 1 

MAYOR ALEXSANDRA ANNELLO, DISTRICT 2 
 CASSANDRA HERNANDEZ, DISTRICT 3 
 JOE MOLINAR, DISTRICT 4 

TOMMY GONZALEZ ISABEL SALCIDO, DISTRICT 5 
CITY MANAGER CLAUDIA L. RODRIGUEZ, DISTRICT 6 

 HENRY RIVERA, DISTRICT 7 
 CISSY  LIZARRAGA, DISTRICT 8 

 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES  

February 15, 2021 
3:35 PM 

 
Due to the temporary suspension of Open Meetings laws due to the COVID-19 
emergency this meeting was conducted via telephonic and videoconference 

formats. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
The City Council of the City Council met on the above time and date via videoconference.  
Meeting was called to order at 3:48 p.m. Mayor Oscar Leeser present and presiding and the 
following Council Members answered roll call: Peter Svarzbein, Alexsandra Annello, Cassandra 
Hernandez, Joe Molinar, Isabel Salcido, Claudia Rodriguez, Henry Rivera and Cissy Lizarraga.   
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 

 

AGENDA 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1. Presentation and discussion by the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Cross-
Functional Team providing information on key activities, efforts and processes. 
 
1. Overview (Tommy Gonzalez)  
 
City Manager Mr. Tommy Gonzalez introduced the item. 
 
2. Cross Functional Team Operations (Chief Mario D’Agostino)  
 
Fire Chief Mario D’Agostino provided an overview of the operations and the status of the 
vaccination rollout.  
 
3. City Attorney Overview (Karla Nieman) 
     a) State Disaster Declarations 
     b) City Attorney’s Office COVID-19 Support 
      
Ms. Karla Nieman, City Attorney, provided the status of state declarations, the federal 
mask mandate, the end of expired driver license and expired registration waivers along 
with the status of suspended provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
    
4. Team Lead Reports:  
     1. Health Focus (Hector Ocaranza, M.D.)     
      2. Vaccination Update (Angela Mora) 
 
Dr. Hector Ocaranza, Public Health Authority, provided a COVID-19 status related to the 
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Mr. Brian Kennedy, citizen, commented. 
 
1ST MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Salcido, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE the Resolution on item 3. 
 
AYES: Representatives Svarzbein, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Rodriguez, 

Rivera, and Lizarraga 
NAYS:  None 
 
2ND AND FINAL MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Salcido, and 
carried to APPROVE the Resolution on item 4. 
 
AYES: Representatives Svarzbein, Annello, Hernandez, Salcido, Rivera, and Lizarraga 
NAYS:  Representatives Molinar and Rodriguez 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Svarzbein, and 
unanimously carried that the City Council retire into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 10:05  p.m. 
pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government Code, Sections 
551.071 - 551.089 to discuss the following: 
 
Section 551.071 CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY 
Section 551.087   DELIBERATION REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS 
 
AYES: Representatives Svarzbein, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Rodriguez, Rivera, 

and Lizarraga 
NAYS: None 
 
Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Lizarraga, and 
unanimously carried to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 10:41 p.m. and RECONVENE the 
meeting of the City Council. 
 
AYES: Representatives Svarzbein, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Rodriguez, Rivera, 

and Lizarraga 
NAYS: None 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
EX1. Economic Incentives for a Customer Contact Center located in the City of El Paso. 

 (14-1007-1061) (551.071) (551.087) 
 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
EX2. 
 

Economic Incentives for Infill Development located in the City of El Paso.  
(21-1007-2677) (551.071) (551.087) 

 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 




