
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 RENARD U. JOHNSON ALEJANDRA CHÁVEZ, DISTRICT 1 

MAYOR JOSH ACEVEDO, DISTRICT 2 
 DEANNA MALDONADO-ROCHA, DISTRICT 3 
 CYNTHIA BOYAR TREJO, DISTRICT 4 

DIONNE MACK IVAN NIÑO, DISTRICT 5 
CITY MANAGER ART FIERRO, DISTRICT 6 

 LILY LIMÓN, DISTRICT 7 
 CHRIS CANALES, DISTRICT 8 

 
WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

September 14, 2026 
CITY HALL, 300 N. CAMPBELL COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIRTUALLY 

9:00 A.M. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 

The City Council met at the above place and date. The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m.  Mayor 
Renard Johnson was present and presiding. The following Council Members answered roll call: 
Alejandra Chávez, Josh Acevedo, Deanna Maldonado-Rocha, Cynthia Boyar Trejo, Ivan Niño, and Art 
Fierro. Late arrivals: Lily Limón, at 9:03 a.m., and Chris Canales, at 9:06 a.m.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
AGENDA 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
1. Update regarding the technical discussions with Meta Platforms, Inc. and regional stakeholders 

regarding a Community Agreement between the City of El Paso and Meta Platforms, Inc. 
 
Mr. Fernando Berjano, Strategic Legislative Affairs Senior Climate Programs Manager, and Mr. 
Omar Martinez, Assistant Director of Strategic Legislative Affairs, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in the City Clerk’s Office). 
 
Mayor Johnson and Representative Acevedo. 
 
Representative Boyar Trejo commented and requested that her comments be added as an 
attachment to the minutes. 
 
Ms. Dionne Mack, City Manager, commented.  

 
The following members of the public commented: 
 

1. Mr. John Muniz 
2. Ms. Patricia Osmond  

 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
2. Presentation and discussion on FY26 Vision Zero Program. 

 
Ms. Ana Zendt, Transportation Planning Administrator, presented a PowerPoint presentation 
(copy on file in the City Clerk’s Office). 
 
Mayor Johnson and Representatives Chávez, Acevedo, and Niño commented. 
 
Ms. Patricia Osmond, citizen, commented. 
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NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Motion made by Representative Limón, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously carried 
that the City Council RETIRE into EXECUTIVE SESSION, at 10:11 a.m. pursuant to Section 3.5A of the 
El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government Code, Sections 551.071 - 551.089 to discuss the 
following item: 
 
Section 551.071 CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY 
 
AYES: Representatives Chávez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Boyar Trejo, Niño, Fierro, Limón, and  
            Canales 
NAYS: None  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Fierro, seconded by Representative Maldonado-Rocha, 
and unanimously carried to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 11:05 a.m. and RECONVENE the 
meeting of the City Council at which time motions were made. 

 
AYES: Representatives Chávez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Boyar Trejo, Niño, Fierro, and Limón.                      
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Canales.  
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 EX1.  Claim of Lorenzo Diaz, Claim #720-(551.071) 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Chávez, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously 
carried that the City Attorney's Office, in consultation with the City Manager, be authorized to DENY the 
Claim of Lorenzo Diaz in Claim Number-720, and to take all steps necessary, including the execution of 
any required documents, in order to effectuate this authority. 
 

 AYES: Representatives Chávez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Boyar Trejo, Niño, Fierro, Limón and 
             Canales             
 NAYS: None 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
EX2.  Claim of Menda Wangchuck Dorji; Claim #881 (551.071) 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Chávez, seconded by Representative Fierro, and carried that 
the City Attorney's Office, in consultation with the City Manager, be authorized to DENY the Claim 
of Menda Wangchuck Dorji in Claim Number-881, and to take all steps necessary, including the 
execution of any required documents, in order to effectuate this authority. 
 
AYES: Representatives Chávez, Maldonado-Rocha, Boyar Trejo, Niño, Fierro, Limón and Canales             
NAYS: Representative Acevedo  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 EX3.  Cities of Houston, San Antonio, and El Paso v. State of Texas; Cause Nos.: 26-0521 & 03-23- 
           00531-CV (551.071 
 
         NO ACTION was taken on this item.                                
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……………………………………………………………………………………………….………….. 
     EX4. Discussion on motion from City Council on July 21, 2026, directing the City Attorney, in     

collaboration with the City Manager, to prepare and present for City Council consideration of an 
ordinance relating to virtual currency kiosk/ATM regulation. HQ#26-PS-2117 (551.071) 

 
             NO ACTION was taken on this item.      

.…………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 
ADJOURN 

 
Motion made by Representative Limón, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously carried 
to ADJOURN the meeting at 11:07 a.m. 
 
AYES: Representatives Chávez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Boyar Trejo. Niño, Fierro, Limón and 
           Canales 
NAYS: None 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………….. 

 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Laura D. Prine, City Clerk 



I was briefed on this last week and had lots of questions. To make sure I stay within my 
allotted time, I’ll start with my statement, then ask questions with the remaining time. 

I understand we’re not yet where we need to be in drafting an agreement, but I do want to 
acknowledge staff, our partners, and the company have made meaningful progress.

I’d like to share a bit on how this council’s combined efforts have built this momentum 

When residents started raising concerns about water, energy, infrastructure, rates, jobs, 
environmental impacts, and long-term accountability. Doing nothing was not an option for me. 
My question was, and continues to be, what can we do?

Over a year ago, I held our first community meeting regarding Meta with El Paso Electric and 
El Paso Water. In February, I brought forward the Data Policy Framework, which Council 
approved and which was presented in July. 

Several of my colleagues brought agenda items to include ratepayer protections and legislative 
measures adding strict advocacy support for data center regulatory frameworks, to no longer 
pursuing, recruiting, or incentivizing future hyperscale data centers, all of which I’ve 
supported.

I also began to explore what is now the Community Agreement. In our June 9th meeting were 
advised by outside and city legal counsel that termination could create financial liabilities to 
the City.. these would eventually fall on the taxpayers. Also, Meta was already the owner of 
the property, and terminating would not possibly stop construction. 
At the following council meeting, I brought forward the Community Agreement that was 
unanimously approved. 

Each of those actions have been about protecting our resources, strengthening transparency 
and accountability, and ensuring that projects of this magnitude serve the long-term interests 
of El Paso and its residents.

                                          ATTACHMENT

Representative Boyar Trejo's comments on Item 1.







We may come to this from different perspectives, but I believe we all have those same goals:
protecting our resources, ensuring transparency and accountability, and securing the best
outcome for El Paso.

I also want to be clear about where we are today. Council directed the coordination and
drafting of a Community Agreement. 

There is not a draft agreement before us today. The City Manager publicly stated that if a draft
was not completed within 45 days, Council would receive an update. 

Today’s presentation is that update - not completion of Council’s direction.

Part of that progress is the Meta’s agreement to hold community meetings across all Council
districts and hear directly from El Pasoans. 

That input matters. It will help shape and strengthen the agreement. I understand that they
don’t have commitments yet. The next phase is where those conversations need to mature into
clearly defined commitments, responsibilities, measurable outcomes, timelines, and
appropriate accountability.

This process made me think about the metaphor of a ship changing its course by one degree.
In the moment, that change may be almost invisible. But over a long journey, a change in
direction can lead to a totally different destination.

The point I’m making isn’t that we’re making a small change. The point is that we’re
changing the trajectory of what we started with. This Community Agreement represents a
significant change in how we approach accountability around this project.

We now have the City, utilities, educational and workforce partners, community stakeholders,
and the company discussing issues our residents have asked us to address.

Ms. Mack, when this comes back to Council, I like to request that the agencies and partners
involved in these discussions present as well. So Council and the public can hear directly what
has been accomplished, what remains unresolved, and what comes next. 

I also want to ask Meta that they speak and share. So, residents can hear directly about their
commitment to this process, and what being a good neighbor to El Paso means in practice.

These conversations need to stay the course and continue making progress in that one degree
at a time change, moving us toward commitments and measurable outcomes that better protect
and serve the City and its residents long term.

Very Respectfully,

Office of Cynthia Boyar Trejo
El Paso City Representative - District 4




