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WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES
August 31, 2026
CITY HALL, 300 N. CAMPBELL COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIRTUALLY
9:00 A.M.
The City Council met at the above place and date. The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. Mayor
Renard Johnson was present and presiding. The following Council Members answered roll call:
Alejandra Chavez, Deanna Maldonado-Rocha, Ivan Nifio, Art Fierro, and Lily Limén. Late arrivals: Josh
Acevedo, at 9:04 a.m., and Chris Canales, at 9:06 a.m. Cynthia Boyar Trejo requested to be excused.

1. Presentation and discussion by the Concord Group on a 2026 report on market-rate rental,
affordable rental, and for-sale market analysis for the El Paso, Texas Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) as prepared for Housing Opportunity Management Enterprises (HOME).

Mr. Gerald Cichon, HOME Chief Executive Officer, and Mr. Tim Cornwell, Principal, for The
Concord Group, presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file in the City Clerk’s Office).

Mayor Johnson and Representatives Acevedo, Limoén, and Canales commented.
¢ Ms. Dionne Mack, City Manager, commented.
The following members of the public commented:

1. Ms. Patricia Osmond
2. Ms. Lisa Turner

NO ACTION was taken on this item.

2. RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the El Paso State Legislative Delegation requests the City of El Paso’s legislative
and funding priorities in preparation for the 90th State Legislative Session; and

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2026, the El Paso City Council approved the adoption of its
Legislative Agenda for the 90th State Legislative Session; and

WHEREAS, the City staff has approached the El Paso State Legislative Delegation in order to
support the implementation of the City’s Legislative Agenda and to support the drafting of bills for
the 90th Legislative Session; and
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WHEREAS, since the adoption of the original list, the El Paso City Council has identified
additional items to include in its Legislative Agenda for the 90th Legislative Session as key issues
and priorities, new legislation, amendments to existing laws, policy changes, statutory changes,
and state funding requested by the City of El Paso; and

WHEREAS, the El Paso City Council wishes to formally add those new items to its existing
Legislative Agenda for the 90th State Legislative Session.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO:

THAT the EI Paso City Council approves and adopts the updated and attached* Legislative
Agenda for the 90th Legislative Session; and

THAT the City Manager, or designee, is authorized to sign any documents necessary for the
implementation of the Legislative Agenda for the 90th State Legislative Session, after consultation
with the City Attorney’s Office.

* Legislative Agenda for the 90th Legislative Session available at the City Clerk’s Office.

Ms. Alejandra Gorski, Legislative Liaison, presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file in the
City Clerk’s Office).

Mayor Johnson and Representatives Chavez, Nifio, Limén, and Canales commented.
The following City staff members commented:

e Mr. lan Voglewede, Director of Strategic and Legislative Affairs
¢ Ms. Karla Nieman, City Attorney.

Ms. Patricia Osmond, citizen, commented.

1ST MOTION (MAIN MOTION)
Motion made by Representative Limon, seconded by Representative Nifno, to APPROVE the
Resolution.

2\D MOTION

Motion made by Representative Canales, seconded by Representative Limén, and unanimously
carried to additionally AMEND the Legislative Agenda for the 90th Legislative Session to support
statewide policies and legislation that enhance support for people with disabilities, bolster Long-
Term Services and Supports (LTSS), improve employment and economic opportunities, and
strengthen physical accessibility infrastructure.

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifio, Fierro, Limén and Canales
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

3RD AND FINAL MOTION (MAIN MOTION)
Motion made by Representative Limon, seconded by Representative Nifio, and unanimously
carried to APPROVE the Resolution.
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AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifo, Fierro, Limén and Canales
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion made by Representative Limén, seconded by Representative Nifio, and unanimously carried
that the City Council RETIRE into EXECUTIVE SESSION, at 10:21 a.m. pursuant to Section 3.5A of the
El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government Code, Sections 551.071 - 551.089 to discuss the
following item:

Section 551.071 CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY
Section 551.074 PERSONNEL MATTERS
Section 551.087 DELIBERATION REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifio, Fierro, Limoén, and Canales
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

The Executive Session was RECESSED at 1:00 p.m. for a lunch break.

The Executive Session was RECONVENED at 2:00 p.m.

Motion made by Representative Limon, seconded by Representative Chavez, and unanimously carried
to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 4:45 p.m. and RECONVENE the meeting of the City Council at
which time motions were made.

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifio, Fierro, Limén and Canales
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

EX1. Joseph Pickett v. City of El Paso; Cause No.: 2024DCV5250 (551.071)

NO ACTION was taken on this item.

EX2. The State of Texas v. City of McAllen et al.; Cause Nos.: 24-1060 & 03-22-00524-CV
(551.071)

NO ACTION was taken on this item

EX3. Application of El Paso Electric Company to Amend Its Certificate of Convenience and
necessity for a 366 MW Natural Gas Generation Facility - PUC#59076; HQ#UTILITY-74
(551.071)

Representative Acevedo commented.
Ms. Karla Niemen, City Attorney, commented

NO ACTION was taken on this item.
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Discussion on economic development opportunities in El Paso, Texas HQ#25-5205
(551.087)

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Chavez, seconded by Representative Fierro, and
carried that the Economic and International Development Department CONTINUE economic
development negotiations on the project associated with HQ#25-5205 pursuant to City

Council’s guidance and instructions.

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifo, Fierro and Canales
NAYS: Representatives Acevedo and Limén.
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

Discussion on economic development opportunities in El Paso, Texas HQ#26-ECON-1245
(551.087)

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Chavez, seconded by Representative Fierro, and
carried that the Economic and International Development Department CONTINUE economic
development negotiations on the project associated with HQ#26-ECON-1245 pursuant to

City Council’s guidance and instructions.

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifo, Fierro and Canales

NAYS: Representative Limén
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo

Legal consultation regarding employment, evaluation and duties for City Council appointed
employees, City Manager and City Attorney. HQ#23-1161 (551.071) (551.074)

NO ACTION was taken on this item.

ADJOURN

Motion made by Representative Limdén, seconded by Representative Acevedo, and unanimously
carried to ADJOURN the meeting at 4:49 p.m.

AYES: Representatives Chavez, Acevedo, Maldonado-Rocha, Nifio, Fierro, Limén and Canales

NAYS: None
ABSENT: Representative Boyar Trejo.

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

Laura D. Prine, City Clerk



