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He advised that funding for the purchase of one of the pieces, which
will be added to the permanent collection, will be provided by the
Lipscomb Foundation.

Board members asked questions and engaged in discussion.

Dr. Chris Olivares made a motion to approve, and Vanessa Tena
seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; no one opposed.
Motion Passed.

4. Discussion and Action on Municipal Poet Laureate Program
Guidelines:

Carolyn Yanez provided an overview of the proposed Municipal
Poet Laureate Program Guidelines.

She explained how the department was approached to develop and
establish the program/initiative.

She highlighted examples of other Texas cities and when their
Municipal Poet Laureate programs were established.

She provided details on the program’s mission statement,
guidelines, eligibility requirements, goals, and responsibilities of
the selected Poet Laureate.

She reviewed the application and nomination requirements,
selection process and rubric, program administration, compensation,
and proposed timeline.

Board members asked questions and engaged in discussion.

Lucio Glenn made a motion to approve, and Vanessa Tena
seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; no one opposed.
Motion Passed.

5. Presentation and Discussion on the Museums & Cultural Affairs
Department FY27 Budget:

Ben Fyffe presented the Museums & Cultural Affairs proposed
budget for Fiscal Year 2027.

He provided an overview of the City’s new Program-Based
Budgeting approach and its application to the department.

He reviewed the department’s program snapshot, including key
programs and budget information.

He discussed potential additional revenue for FY2027 through the
assessment of Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) on short-term rentals
within 90180 days.

He reviewed the alignment of the proposed budget with the
department’s Strategic Plan.

No action was required for this item.
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Museums & Cultural Affairs Advisory Board (MCAAB)
Thursday, June 18, 2026 at 4:00 PM
El Paso Museum or Archeology
MINUTES
Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 4:14 PM MST.
Roll Call: Done by Saul S. Flores

* Members Present: Valeria Contreras. Raul Garcia. Russell Helsabeck-
Ochoa. Lucio Glenn, Dr. Christopher QOlivares, and Vanessa Tena.
Members Absent: Bianca De Leon and Isabel White.

Members Tardy: Valeria Contreras.

Early Departures: None.

Consecutive Absences: Bianca De Leon.

Others Present: Ben Fyffe, Claudia Cardoza, Saul S. Flores, Robert
Aguinaga. Sebastian Ribas-Normand, Erica Marin, Michael Reyes. ltzel
Barraza.

Public Comment: None at this time.

1. Approval of Minutes: May 21, 2026:
¢ Vanessa Tena made a motion to approve. and Raul Garcia seconded
the motion. All members voted in favor; no one opposed. Motion
Passed.
2. Discussion and Action on El Paso Museum of Archaeology Accessions:
e Sebastian Ribas-Normand presented several proposed additions to
the museum collection, including ceramics and necklaces.
e Staff explained the historical and educational significance of the
proposed acquisitions.
¢ Dr. Chris Olivares made a motion to approve, and Raul Garcia
seconded the motion. All members voted in favor: no one opposed.
Motion Passed.
3. Discussion and Action on the Selection of Works by Luis Jiménez to Be
Presented at the El Paso Museum of Art Members’ Choice Event:
* Michael Reyes presented three finalist works by Luis Jiménez for
consideration at the EPMA Members Choice Event.
¢ He provided detailed information on each piece. including the title,
medium, dimensions, and cost.
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6. Museum Reports: Museum of Archaeology, Museum of Art, Museum
of History and Mexican American Cultural Center:
e Museum of Archaeology:
i. Staff reported attendance 27,289 visitors.

ii. Staff highlighted recent lectures, educational programming, and

volunteer activities.
iii. Upcoming events include summer camps, Archaeology is
Awesome, Juneteenth, and Insect Night.
¢ Museum of Art:
i. Staff reported attendance of 56,425 visitors.

ii. Staff highlighted recent events and educational programming,
including Pride Family Day.

iii. Staff announced the upcoming 2026 Border Biennial Artist
announcement.

iv. Staff reviewed upcoming events, including Summer Camps,
Wellness Family Day, International Yoga Day, and the Blast
Artist Incubator Exhibition Opening.

v. Staff discussed the National Gallery of Art Loan Program
selection process for EPMA.

e  Museum of History:
i. Staff reported attendance of more than 35,000 visitors and
significant engagement through the Digital Wall.

ii. Staff highlighted Pop-up Exhibition, Noa Noa: A Memory of
Queer Spaces in Chihuahua, Mexico and Pride month
programming and related educational activities.

iii. Upcoming events include summer camps, and opening of El
Otro Muralismo.
s Mexican American Cultural Center:
i. Itzel Barraza reported fiscal year attendance of 61,051 visitors.

ii, Staff highlighted the Mas Que Muros: Femme Muralism
Summer Camp and closing of Mujer Moderna The Life and
Artwork of Mago Gandara.

iti. Upcoming programs include Con Orgullo MACC Pride
Celebration and Kids Hip Hop Summer series.

Adjournment of Meeting: Dr. Cris Olivares made motion to adjourn meeting and
Russell Helsabeck-Ochoa seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; no
one opposed. Motion Passed. The meeting was adjourned at 5:21 PM MST.
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Approved for content by:
Claudia Cardoza, Assistant Director

3

Respectfully submitted by: L
Saul S. Flores. Administrative Assistant % ¢ Chair~d ‘
’5\ 20| Ho
Date

MCAD | 400 W San Antonio Ave., Suite A | El Paso, Texas 79901 | (915) 212-0110

DELIVERING EXCEPTIONAL 5




