
































That the Mayor and Council of the City of El Paso hereby resolve to recognize 
September 17, 2023, as "Constitution Day," and the week of September 17 - September 23, 
2023, as "Celebrate Freedom Week" 

Representative Kennedy read the resolution into the record. 

Erin Tague, citizen, commented. 

1sr MOTION 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to MOVE the item to the FOREFRONT of 
the Regular agenda. 

2ND AND FINAL MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Kennedy, seconded by Representative Molinar, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE the Resolution. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

REGULAR AGENDA-OPERATIONAL FOCUS UPDATES: 

Goal 7: Enhance and Sustain El Paso's Infrastructure Network 

24. TxDOT operational update on projects currently in design and estimated completion dates for 
construction projects to include reporting on aesthetic/landscaping elements. 

Ms. Jennifer Wright, Public Information Officer for TxDOT, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in the City Clerk's Office). 

Mayor Leeser and Representative Fierro commented. 

NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

Goal 8: Nurture and Promote a Healthy, Sustainable Community 

25. "Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to DELETE the management update on 
the Environmental Protection Agency's Solar for All Grant Program opportunity. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC - PUBLIC COMMENT: 

The following members of the public commented: 

1. Rene Corral 
2. Benjamin Alva 
3. Ron Comeau 
4. Barbara Valencia 
5. Mark Fierro 
6. Aurelio Valdez, Jr. 
7. Veronica Carbajal 
8. Irma Cruz 
9. Susana Herrera 
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10. Margarita Arvizu 
11. Rocio Estevane 
12. Dulce Carlos 
13. Rosa Avila 
14. Samantha Singleton 
15. Alan Lizarraga 
16. Betty Camargo 
17. Lisa Turner 
18. Carmen Rodriguez, statement read into the record by the City Clerk 
19. Elaine Prickett 
20. John Poland 
21. Teresa Orr 
22. Linda Windbur 
23. Bethany Rivera Molinar submitted a statement that was distributed to Council members. 

The Regular City Council meeting was RECESSED at 1 :21 p.m. for a break. 

The Regular City council meeting was RECONVENED at 1 :35 p.m. 

REGULAR AGENDA - FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES: 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously 
carried that the following Ordinances, having been introduced pursuant to Section 3. 9 of the El Paso 
City Charter, be ADVERTISED for public hearing: 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Goal 3: Promote the Visual Image of El Paso 

26. An Ordinance vacating a 940 square-foot public utility easement, located within Lot 27, Block 
21, Vista Real Unit Two, an addition to the City of Et Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 

Subject Property: 12077 Banner Crest Dr. 
Applicant: Elia A. Quiroga, SUET23-00002 

27. An Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to execute a quitclaim (tax resale) deed 
conveying all right, title and interest to Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, to the 
following and described parcel: 

Lot 6, the East part of Lot 5, and part of Lot 7, Block 3, Hadlock's Suburban Gardens, an 
addition to the City of El Paso, El Paso County, as described in volume 3778 page 352, 
Official Public Records of Real Property of El Paso County, Texas. 

in accordance with Section 34.05 (h) of the Tax Code. Section 34.05 (h) permits the City to 
sell a property for the total amount of the judgment and the sale of the property does not 
require the consent of each taxing entity entitled to receive proceeds from the sale. 

PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 FOR ITEMS 26 AND 27 

REGULAR AGENDA - OTHER BIDS, COTNRACTS, PROCUREMENTS: 
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Goal 7: Enhance and Sustain El Paso's Infrastructure Network 

28. Motion made by Representative Fierro, seconded by Representative Kennedy, and carried to 
POSTONE TWO WEEKS the discussion and action to request that the Managing Director of 
Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing to issue a Purchase Order to Leedsman Construction DBA 
Traffic Control Specialists Sales & Rentals, referencing Contract 2021-1127 Barricade Rental 
Services. This will be a change order to increase the award by $241,795.13 for a total amount 
not to exceed $1,246,475.63. This change order will add capacity due to increased usage 
that resulted from unexpected events such as the migrant crisis and to continue supporting 
events such as WinterFest activities. 

Department: Streets and Maintenance 
Award to: Leedsman Construction DBA Traffic Control Specialists Sales & 

Rentals 
El Paso, TX 

Total Estimated Award: $241,795.13 
Account No: 532 - 1000 - 52411 O - 32120 - P321 O 
Funding Source: General Fund 
District(s): All 

This is a Low Bid, unit price contract 

Mayor Leeser and Representatives Kennedy and Hernandez commented. 

The following City staff members commented: 

• Mr. Derek Russell, Senior Procurement Analyst 
• Ms. Tracey Jerome, Senior Deputy City Manager 
• Mr. Cary Westin, Interim City Manager 
• Mr. Richard Bristol, Streets and Maintenance Director 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annello, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: Representative Hernandez 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Molinar 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

REGULAR AGENDA - EMERGENCY ORDINANCES: 

Goal 2: Set the Standard for a Safe and Secure City 

29. 

ITEMS 29 AND 30 WERE TAKEN TOGETHER 

ORDINANCE 019536 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE EXTENDING EMERGENCY 
ORDINANCE NO. 019333 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ASSIGN 

PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES TO ASSIST IN ADDRESSING THE 
HUMANITARIAN AND PUBLIC SAFETY CRISIS RESULTING FROM A MASS 

MIGRATION THROUGH EL PASO 

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2022, the Mayor and City Council of the City of El Paso (the 
"City") passed an Emergency Ordinance No. 019333 "Authorizing the City Manager to Assign 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 12, 2023 19 



Personnel and Resources to Assist in Addressing the Humanitarian and Public Safety Crisis 
Resulting from a Mass Migration through the City of El Paso"; and 

WHEREAS, thousands of migrants from Latin America gathered at or near the U.S.­
Mexico border in hopes that President Biden would ease immigration restrictions that will 
make it easier to enter the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Biden administration ended the COVID-19 public health emergency 
on May 11, 2023 ending all use of Title 42 as a mechanism to control the border; and 

WHEREAS, on the eve of the expiration of Title 42, there were an estimated 152,000 
migrants in northern Mexico with approximately 60,000 in the State of Chihuahua, and 35,000 
in Ciudad Juarez according to U.S. federal statistical records; and 

WHEREAS, the Southwest had 132,652 land border encounters in the month of July, 
2023;and 

WHEREAS, the El Paso sector of U.S. Customs and Border Patrol ("CBP") had 
16,464 land border encounters in the month of July, 2023 and a total of 364,092 encounters 
for federal fiscal year 2023; and 

WHEREAS, when the CBP Central Processing Center is over capacity and the non­
governmental organizations (NGOs) space is unavailable, that is when the potential for street 
releases arises; and 

WHEREAS, CBP has released many migrants onto downtown streets leaving many 
migrants without shelter; and 

WHEREAS, in the month of August 2023, approximately 2,700 migrants have been 
released into the community weekly; and 

WHEREAS, in response to the street releases, the El Paso City-County Office of 
Emergency Management ("OEM") reallocated twenty-nine COVID-19 Operations staff to 
assist as migrant shelter surge staff, and on May 17, 2022, this staff began orientation training 
at Casa del Refugiado, the NGO's largest hospitality site; and 

WHEREAS, OEM has created a job specification, for general disaster operations to 
include humanitarian relief duties to hire and assign staff to assist with NGO capacity; and 

WHEREAS, beginning in late August 2022, the El Paso sector experienced a surge 
of over 2,000 migrants presenting themselves daily to CBP, primarily made up of 
unsponsored single adults from Venezuela, resulting in over 1,000 street releases by CBP; 
and 

WHEREAS, in the Fall of 2022, the City expended significant resources to create and 
staff a Welcome Center to assist with transportation assistance, providing long-distance 
charter services and over 39,000 meals to over 19,300 migrants through October 20, 2022; 
and 

WHEREAS, due to this high volume, the number of refugees and asylum seekers 
released to the NGO and the City's Migrant Welcome Center, was over 1,000 on a daily basis; 
and 
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WHEREAS, on September 7, 2022, the City and OEM stood up a migrant Welcome 
Center to assist with transportation assistance providing services and meals to over 19,300 
migrants through October 20, 2022, and 

WHEREAS, the release of mass groups of people without access to potable water, 
food, or shelter exposes the migrants and El Paso residents to the origination and spread of 
potential and actual disease; and 

WHEREAS, in response to the number of migrants arriving at the border, on January 
5, 2023, the Department of Homeland Security created a humanitarian parole program for 
migrants from Cuba, Haiti, and Nicaragua similar to the program already available to 
Venezuelans; and 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2023, President Biden visited the border to assess the 
situation in part because the number of migrants has gained the attention of the media and 
national leadership; and 

WHEREAS, there are significant public safety and security concerns related to the 
wave of migration, including but not limited to the risk to injury or loss of life with migrants in 
El Paso streets with little or no resources on days that reach hot or cold temperatures and the 
inherent risks that come with increased demand on local shelters; and 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2023, border officials barricaded and closed down the Paso 
del Norte bridge due to a breach of public safety involving hundreds of migrants present on 
the bridge due to rumors about the relaxation of immigration restrictions circulated on social 
media sites; and 

WHEREAS, for these reasons, the City is faced with the imminent threat of 
widespread injury or loss of life resulting from a surge in transient migrants traveling to the 
region; and 

WHEREAS, there is the potential for loss of property for both residents and migrants 
due to those who would take financial advantage of this wave of migrants; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of Aviation has the authority, as granted by the El Paso City 
Council, to manage the day-to-day operation of the El Paso International Airport ("EPIA") and 
to ensure that those operations are conducted in compliance with the rules and regulations 
regarding airports under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 22 of the Texas 
Transportation Code, and Title 14 of the El Paso City Code, as well as federal, state, and 
local health and safety regulations to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of all occupants 
and travelers making use of EPIA facilities; and 

WHEREAS, EPIA in recent past, became saturated with migrants awaiting air travel 
and could need to take measures to preserve the health and safety of its customers, 
employees and the public, as well as measures to secure its facilities as the demand for air 
travel increases exponentially; and 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso is home to 4 international ports of entry between 
Texas and Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, based on mass migration events in the recent past, the City anticipates 
significant delays at the international ports-of-entry to include trade; and 
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30. 

WHEREAS, the encampment of large groups of migrants on City rights of way, parks 
and other City property has led to street closure and cessation of the streetcar service; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds that the expenditure of public funds for staff to coordinate 
resources and supplies, serve as shelter surge staff and transport migrants released in the 
City of El Paso accomplishes a valid public purpose of protecting public infrastructure, and 
protecting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of El Paso; and 

WHEREAS, in order to protect the health of persons in the municipality, the City 
Council wishes to continue to assist the local NGO with surge staff, coordination of resources 
and supplies, and transportation in light of the continued high number of community releases; 
and 

WHEREAS, OEM and the City have and will continue to prepare and evaluate the 
need for mass emergency sheltering thanks to the expiration of Title 42 and other regional 
migration surges that may impact the El Paso region; and 

WHEREAS, the El Paso City Charter Section 3.10, allows for the adoption of one or 
more emergency ordinances to meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property, or 
the public peace; and 

WHEREAS, Section 121.003 of the Texas Health & Safety Code states that a 
municipality may enforce any law that is reasonably necessary to protect public health; and 

WHEREAS, Section 122.006 of the Texas Health & Safety Code provides home-rule 
municipalities express authority to adopt rules to protect the health of persons in the 
municipality, including quarantine rules to protect the residents against communicable 
disease; and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall remain in effect until otherwise terminated, re­
enacted, superseded by a conflicting ordinance, El Paso Local Health Authority Ordinance, 
state or federal law, or repealed automatically as of the 31 st day following the date on which 
it was adopted unless re-enacted pursuant to City Charter Section 3.10. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
EL PASO: 

1. That the Emergency Ordinance No. 019333 passed and adopted by the City Council 
of the City of El Paso on May 23, 2022 is hereby re-enacted and shall continue for 
thirty (30) days unless re-enacted in accordance with City Charter Section 3.1 O or until 
terminated by City Council, whichever is sooner. 

2. This ordinance is adopted as an emergency measure with the unanimous vote of the 
City Council Representatives present and the consent of the Mayor and pursuant to 
City Charter Section 3.10. 

ORDINANCE 019537 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
EXTENDING EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 019485 DUE TO A 

HUMANITARIAN, SECURITY, AND ECONOMIC CRISIS 
RESULTING FROM A MASS MIGRATION THROUGH EL PASO 
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WHEREAS, on May 8, 2023, the El Paso City Council passed Emergency Ordinance 
No. 019485 "Due to a Humanitarian, Security, and Economic Crisis Resulting from a Mass 
Migration through the City of El Paso (the "City")"; and 

WHEREAS, for federal fiscal year 2023, Southwest encounters were at 1,646,077 of 
which 549,832 were Title 42; and 

WHEREAS, the El Paso sector of CBP had 16,464 land border encounters in the 
month of July, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, thousands of migrants from Latin America gathered at or near the U.S.­
Mexico border awaiting processing after Title 42, which is a COVID-19 era mechanism, ended 
along with the expiration of the Public Health Emergency for COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, prior to the expiration of Title 42, there were an estimated 152,000 
migrants in northern Mexico with approximately 60,900 in the State of Chihuahua, and 35,000 
in Ciudad Juarez according to U.S. federal statistical records; and 

WHEREAS, OHS has created an immigration benefit through which migrants from 
certain nations can request asylum and be paroled into the country; and 

WHEREAS, upon the migrants' arrival into the United States, they are held by CBP 
who processes, sets for hearing and then releases migrants onto El Paso streets with little to 
no resources; and 

WHEREAS, the number of migrants in need of shelter has exceeded the shelter space 
available through local, state, and federal partnerships; and 

WHEREAS, the City lacks an extensive transportation infrastructure to facilitate the 
movement of migrants out of the region further increasing demand on shelters; and 

WHEREAS, state and federal infrastructure and support is critical to support local 
efforts to effectively and safely care for mass groups of migrants entering the City; and 

WHEREAS, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) surged its personnel and 
resources along the southern border to increase processing capacity to ensure a humane 
environment for those being processed; and 

WHEREAS, the primary challenge for the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
assisting in the effort is that the NGOs do not have the volunteer base to sustain or increase 
current capacity at their current hospitality sites; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of Emergency Management has created a job specification, for 
general disaster operations to include humanitarian relief duties to hire and assign staff to 
assist with migrant operations; and 

WHEREAS, in the Fall of 2022, the City expended significant resources to create and 
staff a Welcome Center to assist with transportation assistance, providing long-distance 
charter services and over 39,000 meals to over 19,300 migrants through October 20, 2022; 
and 

WHEREAS, the number of migrants released into the community has been as high 
as 1,700 in a single day; and 
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WHEREAS, the volume of migrants at the border and released into the United States 
has gained the attention of international and national media; and 

WHEREAS, there are significant public safety and security concerns related to the 
wave of migration, including but not limited to the risk to injury or loss of life with migrants in 
El Paso streets with little or no resources on days that reach extremely high or freezing low 
temperatures and the inherent risks that come with increased demand on local shelters; and 

WHEREAS, donations to the migrants from the public are best received at the 
assisting NGOs and shelters in lieu of delivery to spaces where migrants gather; and 

WHEREAS, additional shelter space is being prepared for the thousands of migrants 
released into the community; and 

WHEREAS, camping in public spaces is prohibited under Section 48.05 of the Texas 
Penal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the City is faced with the imminent threat of widespread injury or loss of 
life resulting from a surge in transient migrants traveling to the region; and 

WHEREAS, there is potential for loss of property for both residents and migrants due 
to those who would take advantage of this wave of migrants; and 

WHEREAS, in recent months, the El Paso International Airport became saturated with 
migrants awaiting air travel and shelter, and the City of El Paso may need to take measures 
to preserve the health and safety of its customers, employees and the public, as well as 
measures to secure, clean and comply with all related legal requirements regarding its 
facilities as the demand for air travel can increase exponentially; and 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso is home to 4 of the 28 international ports of entry 
between Texas and Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, based on mass migration events in the recent past including protests and 
closures of the international bridges, the City has experienced several significant delays at 
the international ports-of-entry to include trade delays; and 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso has determined that extraordinary measures must be 
taken to protect all people in and coming through the City; and 

WHEREAS, City Charter Section 3.10 allows for the City Council to adopt an 
emergency ordinance to meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or the public 
peace;and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter Section 3.10, every emergency ordinance shall 
stand repealed automatically as of the 31 st day following the date on which it was adopted, 
but may be re-enacted to continue a Disaster Declaration; and 

WHEREAS, the condition necessitating the declaration of a state of disaster continues 
to exist. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EL PASO, TEXAS: 

1. That an emergency exists as described in clear and specific terms in the recitals 
above, which are incorporated herein. 
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2. That the state of disaster proclaimed for the City of El Paso by the Mayor on May 8, 
2023 and extended by unanimous vote of City Council shall continue for thirty (30) 
days unless re-enacted in accordance with City Charter Section 3.1 O or until 
terminated by order of the City Council, whichever is sooner. 

3. This ordinance is adopted as an emergency measure with the unanimous vote of the 
City Council Representatives present and the consent of the Mayor and pursuant to 
City Charter Section 3.10 and is effective upon adoption. 

Assistant Fire Chief Jorge Rodriguez presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file in 
the City Clerk's Office). 

Mayor Leeser and Representatives Annello, Molinar, and Rivera commented. 

The following City staff members commented: 

• Mr. Cary Westin, Interim City Manager 
• Mr. Mario D'Agostino, Deputy City Manager 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and carried that 
the Ordinances be ADOPTED. 

A YES: Representatives Kennedy, Annelle, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 
Mayor Leeser consented to the adoption of the Emergency Ordinances. 

REGULAR AGENDA - PUBLIC HEARINGS AND SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES: 

Goal 3: Promote the Visual Image of El Paso 

31. ORDINANCE 019538 

The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE VACATING A TEN-FOOT 
AND A FIVE-FOOT PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT (0.0238 ACRES OF LAND) LOCATED 
WITHIN LOT 9, BLOCK 38, WEST HILLS UNIT 12, CITY OF EL PASO, EL PASO COUNTY, 
TEXAS. 

Motion duly made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Molinar, and 
carried that the Ordinance be ADOPTED. 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 

A YES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annelle 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the 
same be and the same is hereby ADOPTED. 

32. The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9 (HEAL TH 
AND SAFETY), CHAPTER 9.04 (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT) TO DELETE THE 
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33. 

34. 

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION MANIFEST REQUIREMENT IN SECTION 9.04.280 
(MANIFEST REQUIREMENT) AND TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE SAID MANIFEST 
IN SECTIONS 9.04.020 (DEFINITIONS), 9.04.460 (HAULER RECORDS) AND 9.04.480 
(SUSPENSION, REVOCATION OF A HAULER PERMIT; APPEALS); THE PENAL TY 
BEING AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 9.04.630 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE. 

Mr. Cary Westin, Interim City Manager, commented. 

Lisa Turner, citizen, commented. 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and 
unanimously carried to POSTPONE the item for TWO WEEKS. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annelle 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

ORDINANCE 019539 

The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE GRANTING EL PASO BENCH 
ADS, LLC A NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE FOR WASTE CONTAINERS ON 
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER CITY PROPERTY. 

Mayor Leeser commented. 

Lisa Turner, citizen, commented. 

Motion duly made by Representative Fierro, seconded by Representative Rivera, and carried 
that the Ordinance be ADOPTED. 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: Representative Hernandez 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the 
same be and the same is hereby ADOPTED. 

ORDINANCE 019540 

The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled: AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF 
CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY OVER A PORTION OF MOBILE STREET, MAP OF WESTL YN 
HEIGHTS ADDITION, CITY OF EL PASO, EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS. 

Motion duly made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Hernandez, and 
carried that the Ordinance be ADOPTED. 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
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AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the 
same be and the same is hereby ADOPTED. 

REGULAR AGENDA - OTHER BUSINESS: 

Goal 1: Create an Environment Conducive to Strong, Sustainable Economic Development 

35. RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021, the federal government enacted the American 
Rescue Plan Act ("ARPA"), which established the Coronavirus State Fiscal Relief Fund & 
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Relief Fund ("CSLFRF") and appropriated $150 billion to the Fund 
to be used to address the economic fallout caused by the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, the City is a recipient of $154,365,135 under the ARPA funding grant; 
and 

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2022 the City Council appropriated ARPA funds to be used by 
the City in accordance with the requirements stipulated by the CSLFRF, ARPA and federal 
guidelines; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to enter into a Subrecipient Agreement with PIONEERS 
21 INC., a Texas 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit corporation, whereby PIONEERS 21 , Inc., 
will provide Digital Solutions for El Paso Businesses and Startups, Website Development, 
Digital Marketing Series for Entrepreneurs, UTEP Internships and Mija Pioneers; and 

WHEREAS, the City's expenditure under this Agreement is, in the reasonable 
judgement of the City Council, a necessary expenditure incurred due to the public health 
emergency with respect to COVID-19, and which was not accounted for in the budget most 
recently approved as of the date of enactment of this section for the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City's expenditure under this Subrecipient Agreement is related to 
the provision of grants to address business interruptions to affected small businesses caused 
by the ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 

That the City Manager be authorized to execute a Subrecipient Agreement by and 
between the City of El Paso and the PIONEERS 21 INC., a Texas 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, 
non-profit corporation, to provide Digital Solutions for El Paso Businesses and Startups, 
Website Development, Digital Marketing Series for Entrepreneurs, UTEP Internships and Mija 
Pioneers, for an amount not to exceed $650,000. 

The following City staff members commented; 

• Ms. Mirella Craigo, Economic and International Development Assistant Director 
• Mr. Cary Westin, Interim City Manager 

The following members of the public commented: 
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1. Laura Butler 
2. Amit Kumar Ghosh 
3. Lisa Turner 
4. Michelle Hollis 

Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Fierro, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE the Resolution. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Goal 4: Set the Standard for Sound Governance and Fiscal Management 

36. ITEM: Discussion and action requesting City Council support for the submission of the staff 
recommended grant application to the FY23 Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing 
Transportation (SMART) program for the ELP Airport City Lab Innovation Zone Project. 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE the item. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Goal 6: Set the Standard for Sound Governance and Fiscal Management 

37. ITEM: Discussion and action regarding a solicitation for an executive search firm to conduct 
a national search for the hiring of a permanent City Manager, including but not limited to 
consideration of the scope of work for a national search. 

Ms. Nicole Cote, Office of Management and Budget and Purchasing and Strategic Sourcing 
Managing Director, and Ms. Mary Wiggins, Chief Human Resources Office, presented a 
PowerPoint presentation ( copy on file in the City Clerk's Office). 

Mayor Leeser and Representatives Annello and Hernandez commented. 

Lisa Turner, citizen, commented. 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Kennedy, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE the scope of work for a national search for the hiring of a 
permanent City Manager. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annelle, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Goal 7: Enhance and Sustain El Paso's Infrastructure Network 

38. RESOLUTION 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 12, 2023 28 



WHEREAS, the 2012 Quality of Life Bond program included $6 million dollars for 
paved trails in Northeast, East, and West El Paso; and 

WHEREAS, the "Carolina to Emerson Trail" and the "Ellis Lateral Connection Trail" 
had been identified as proposed trails to be constructed; and 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends the proposed "Carolina to Emerson Trail" and the 
proposed "Ellis Lateral Connection Trail" be deprogrammed from the 2012 Quality of Life 
paved trail program; and 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends funding, in the amount of $537,141.68, as 
identified on Exhibit "A," intended for construction of the "Carolina to Emerson Trail" and the 
"Ellis Lateral Connection Trail" be reprogrammed for use on the "Rio Grande Trail North", 
attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the engineering feasibility study to examine 
Avispa Canyon for inclusion in Mountain to River Trail be placed on hold. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL 
PASO: 

That the City Manager, or designee, be authorized to deprogram the proposed 
"Carolina to Emerson Trail" and the proposed "Ellis Lateral Connection Trail"; and that the 
City Manager, or designee, be authorized to make necessary budget transfers and execute 
any and all necessary documents to reprogram the funding from the deprogrammed trails, in 
the amount of $537,141.68, for use on the Rio Grande Trail North. 

That City staff is hereby directed to put on hold the implementation of an engineering 
feasibility study to examine Avispa Canyon for inclusion in Mountain to River Trail. 

EXHIBIT "A .. 

Project Budiret ~onuuended Action 
Ellis Lateral $232,724.24 Transfer budget to Rio 

Carolina to Emerson $304,417.44 Grande Trail North 
Total Recommended Transfer $537,141.68 

Ms. Yvette Hernandez, City Engineer, presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file in 
the City Clerk's Office). 

Representatives Molinar and Rivera commented. 

The following members of the public commented: 

1. Sharon Miles-Bonart 
2. Rick Bonart 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Hernandez, and carried 
to APPROVE the Resolution. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: Representative Molinar 
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NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Hernandez, and unanimously 
carried that the City Council RETIRE into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 4:06 p.m. to discuss items EX1, 
EX3, EX4, AND EX5 pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government 
Code, Sections 551.071 - 551.089 to discuss the executive session items: 

Section 551.071 CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY 
Section 551.087 DELIBERATION REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Annello 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Molinar, and unanimously 
carried to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 6:02 p.m. and RECONVENE the meeting of the City 
Council at which time a motion was made. 

A YES: Representatives Kennedy, Salcido, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representatives Annello and Hernandez 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

EX1. The City of Houston v. The State of Texas, lntervenors City of San Antonio and City of 
El Paso, Cause No. D-1-GN-23-003474 & No. 03-23-00531-CV (551.071) 

NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

EX2. Discussion on potential economic development opportunities in Northwest El Paso. 
HQ#23-1055; (551.087). 

1sr MOTION 
Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Molinar, seconded by Representative Annelle, 
and unanimously carried that the City Council RETIRE into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 12:00 
p.m. pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government Code, 
Sections 551.071 - 551.089 to discuss the executive session item: 

Section 551.087 DELIBERATION REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

2ND MOTION 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Annelle, seconded by Representative Rivera, and 
unanimously carried to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 12:27 p.m. and RECONVENE 
the meeting of the City Council at which time a motion was made. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
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NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representative Fierro 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

3Ro AND FINAL MOTION 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Annello, seconded by Representative Kennedy, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE a Term Sheet for a performance-based incentive of up to 
$3,391,000 for the expansion of an existing manufacturing operation by Eaton Corporation in 
El Paso, Texas through the addition of a new manufacturing facility located at 1 Helen of Troy 
Drive in El Paso, Texas; such expansion will result in the creation of 575 new full-time jobs, 
the retention of 300 current full-time jobs, and a minimum investment of $70,000,000. 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Annello, Hernandez, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

EX3. Economic Incentives for Company Expansion and Headquarters to be located in the 
City of El Paso. HQ#23-939; (551.087). 

NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

EX4. Economic Incentives for the expansion of a Manufacturing Company located in the City 
of El Paso. HQ#23-476; (551.087). 

NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

EX5. Workplace Complaint submitted to the City by Chief Internal Auditor (551.071) 

Ms. Karla Nieman, City Attorney, commented. 

Lisa Turner, citizen, commented. 

Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Molinar, seconded by Representative 
Kennedy, and unanimously carried that the City Attorney, in consultation with the City 
Manager, be AUTHORIZED to retain outside counsel and any other necessary consultants, 
regarding the Workplace Complaint, Request for Grievance Process and Notice of 
Whistleblower Claim filed on July 21, 2023, and to take all steps necessary, including the 
execution of any required documents, in order to effectuate this authority 

AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representatives Annello and Hernandez 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 

ADJOURN 

Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously 
carried to ADJOURN this meeting at 6:04 p.m. 

A YES: Representatives Kennedy, Molinar, Fierro, and Rivera 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representatives Annello and Hernandez 
ABSENT: Representatives Salcido and Canales 
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APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

Laura D. Prine, City Clerk 
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