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The Epidemic of 
Our Generation

◦OVERDOSES HAVE BECOME THE LEADING CAUSE OF 

UNINTENTIONAL DEATHS IN THE UNITED STATES.

◦SAMHSA, CDC, NIDA, AMA,ONDCP, HHS, DEA, AND 

MANY OTHERS HAVE CALLED THIS  THE EPIDEMIC 

OF OUR GENERATION
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Overdose 
Statistics 
The advocacy group 

Families Against Fentanyl 

examined CDC data and 

determined fentanyl has 

become the leading cause 

of death for people ages 18 

to 45 in 2019 and 2020. 
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The Crisis in El 
Paso 
Ninety-seven people died by 

opioid overdose in El Paso 

County in 2021

Overdose deaths in El Paso County, Texas, 2021. (Medical 
Examiner’s Office)
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What is Narcan? 

◦Opioid antagonist which reverses opioid overdose: 

injectable or intranasal

◦Pushes most other opioids off the receptors, then sits on 

the receptor preventing it from being activated for 30-90 

minutes

◦Analogy- getting the wrong key stuck in a lock
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TEXAS-SB 1462 and FDA 
Approval of OTC Narcan

◦ Third party prescription

◦ Standing orders and individual prescriptions

◦ Prescriptions written for medical purposes

◦ Protection from criminal and civil liability as well as professional 

disciplinary action, so long as they act in good faith

◦ Food and Drug Administration approved Narcan nasal spray for 

over-the-counter (OTC), nonprescription, use – the first naloxone 

product approved for use without a prescription. 
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Texas Policy and Legislation 
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Narcan 
Dispensed 
This information came via 

an open records request 

from the El Paso Fire 

Department . 

www.moreNARCANplease.com 
9



What we want: We want the city 
of El Paso to provide funding 
for the lifesaving medication Narcan

◦ Distributed to first responders, various shelters, outreach 

organizations, resource centers, and local government agencies, 

that can therefore be given to those in need throughout our 

community.

◦ Narcan retails at around $141. Since March of 2022, the nonprofit 

opioid crisis center Punto de Partida has given out at least 240 

doses with a retail cost $16,920 of Narcan to El Paso police officers 

who have sought the lifesaving medicine, due to lack of resources. 
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Why we need community 
distribution 
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Response time matters
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Non- traditional first 
responders need Narcan

◦80 % of all overdose rescues are done by peers or 

family members

◦1/2 to 2/3 of  people who use heroin experience at 

least one nonfatal overdose (once you have overdosed 

more susceptible to another)

◦80%  of people who use drugs have observed an 

overdose
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Solutions 
◦ Decrease the number of opioids prescribed

◦ Properly dispose of those not used

◦ Access to evidence—based treatment 

◦ Avoid discontinued prescribing without access to treatment services

◦ Co-prescribing of the life saving medication, naloxone/Narcan, with all 

prescription opioids

◦ Community-wide access to Narcan and education about safer drug use

◦ Fentanyl testing strips
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Decriminalizing Fentanyl 
Testing Strips

◦ Fentanyl test strips (FTS) are a form of inexpensive drug testing technology 

which have been shown to be effective at detecting the presence of fentanyl and 

fentanyl-analogs in drug samples.

◦ In Texas, almost 1,700 fentanyl-related deaths were reported in 2021 alone.

◦ Non-fatal overdose care in ERs and ICUs cost Texas $20 billion annually.

◦ FTS promote increased fentanyl awareness and lead people to take safety 

precautions to prevent overdose if fentanyl is detected. 

◦ A study found that 81% of those with access to FTS routinely tested their drugs 

before use. Those with a positive test result were five times more likely to change 

their drug use behavior to reduce the risk of overdose.
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Support Safe Syringe 
Programs

◦ SSPs are evidence-based, cost-effective and have demonstrated 

great success in both disease and overdose prevention, and are 

proven effective in getting people with substance use disorders 

into care and treatment—all without increasing crime and illicit 

drug use in jurisdictions where they operate. 

◦ SSPs are associated with a 58% reduction in the incidence of HIV 

infection among people who inject drugs. 
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Support Safe Syringe 
Programs

◦ Other cities in Texas, like San Antonio, have successfully 

implemented such programs using federal funding. 

◦ SSPs are intended to prevent the costly downstream results of drug 

use: HIV, HCV, abscesses and other illnesses. 

◦ Every dollar invested in SSPs has a return of $7 in HIV and HCV 

treatment
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Contact Information

Jamie Bailey, MS, LCDC, RSPS, PSS

j.saccone@pvida.net (915) 234-9442

Christopher Bailey, MS, RSPS, PSS

ct.bailey@pvida.net

www.moreNARCANplease.com 
18

mailto:j.saccone@pvida.net
mailto:ct.bailey@pvida.net


References 
◦ CDC, Syringe Services Programs, 2016

◦ https://elpasomatters.org/2022/03/14/narcan-on-hand-eppd-patrol-officers-dont-carry-narcan-amid-skyrocketing-overdose-

deaths/

◦ https://www.familiesagainstfentanyl.org/

◦ https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-highlights-texas-efforts-to-stop-growing-fentanyl-crisis

◦ https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/opioids/documents/ftsforph.pdf

◦ Heimer, R. (1998). Can syringe exchange serve as a conduit to substance abuse treatment? Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment

15:183–191.

◦ Lambdin BH, Bluthenthal RN, Wenger LD, et al. Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution Within Syringe Service Programs —

United States, 2019. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:1117–1121. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6933a2

◦ www.moreNARCANplease.com

◦ https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK458661/

◦ Nguyen, T. Q., Weir, B. W., Des Jarlais, D. C., Pinkerton, S. D., & Holtgrave, D. R. (2014). Syringe exchange in the United States: a national 

level economic evaluation of hypothetical increases in investment. AIDS and behavior, 18(11), 2144-2155. 

◦ Texas Hospital Association. (2018). Texas Hospitals and the Opioid Epidemic. Opioids Retrieved from https://www.tha.org/Opioids

www.moreNARCANplease.com 
19

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/opioids/documents/ftsforph.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6933a2
http://www.morenarcanplease.com/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK458661/

