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Ø Critical questions for regional policy is who is crossing,
why are they crossing, what are they spending on, and how
wait times influence crossborder social and purchasing activities

Ø Previous literature on impact from personal travel is limited and based on:

§ anecdotal information

§ non-probabilistic sampling and snapshots in time

§ macro-level government data with many assumptions

Study background
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Ø In August 2019 City Council approved an international 
collaboration agreement between IBD and El Colegio de la 
Frontera Norte (Cd. Juárez and Tijuana campuses)

Ø Objective:  quantify cross-border social and spending
activities and their relation to the El Paso economy

§ year-long longitudinal collection of survey data with a second-year exercise 
option

§ to capture seasonal and cyclical trends and external shocks (exchange rate, 
violence, migration, national security, etc.)

§ parties contributed staff and research expertise to reduce cost

Study background
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Ø In March 2020 the survey was paused due to COVID

§ initial findings were presented to City Council in September 2020

§ El Paso-Ciudad Juárez Social and Expenditure Profile 

Technical Report and Presentation Findings at https://pdnuno.com/data/ibcs

Ø Restart requires new signed agreement

Study background

https://pdnuno.com/data/ibcs
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El Paso-Ciudad Juárez
Social and Expenditure Profile

Findings for October 1, 2019 to March 17, 2020
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Primary residence (%)

96% are 
“local” 
crossings

§ Sample size – 8,623 survey responses

§ Weighted sample (population) size –
7,617,473 personal crossings
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Main reasons for crossing (%)

Ø Reasons overlap

Ø MX residents cross mainly for shopping, 
work related and social reasons

Ø US residents cross mainly for social and 
shopping reasons
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Self-reported goods purchases

78% of MX & 53% 
of US resident 

spending is retail 

groceries rank #1 
for US residents 

clothing ranks #1 
for MX residents 
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Ø Profiles and the contribution of border crossers are useful for:

§ business recruitment and expansion efforts as companies research the El Paso 
market

§ providing contextual information for State and Federal funding opportunities

§ primary data source for academic research

§ better knowledge of bridge users to improve customer services

Study benefits
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2023 proposed timeline

Ø Development

§ May – survey logistics and technical platform

§ June – tablet app and survey training and pre-test

Ø Implementation

§ July – begin survey (goal of 4,000 completed surveys every quarter)

Ø Analysis

§ October – develop quarterly data base

§ December – crossborder profiles
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Study budget

Funding source: IBD capital improvement program
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Requested City Council Action

That the Mayor be authorized to sign a bi-national Cooperation 
Agreement between the City of El Paso and El COLEF to conduct 
crossborder surveys for an initial period of 25 months at a cost of 
$266,157 with the option to extend for another 24 months at an 
additional cost of $262,628.
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