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To: Naranjo, Juan C.; Mayor
Cc: District #8; Rodriguez, Nina A.; Rosie
Subject: Coronado del Sol Project Additional Petitions 163 signatures
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 9:50:46 AM
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from llopez@lelopezlaw.com. Learn why this is
important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Good morning Mr. Naranjo,

The neighborhood now has 463 residents who oppose the HOME project being built on
Coronado del Sol / Mesa Hills. 

Attached are 19 additional pages containing 163 signatures of residents who oppose the
building of the Housing Project on the Coronado del Sol-Mesa Hills area. This brings the total
number of residents to 463.

Can you please include these additional 163 signatures to the 300 we already submitted. 

Thank you.

I remain

Your Most Humble and Obedient Servant,

 LOUIS ELIAS LOPEZ, JR.
Attorney at Law
416 N. Stanton, Suite 400
El Paso, TX 79901
Telephone (915) 543-9800
Facsimile (915) 543-9804
e-mail: llopez@lelopezlaw.com
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE ThlE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL (o (e,ry,Q 11,, n9 A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDER ---
ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NE house_'=> ifhv 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING 10 REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS ANO BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
;;..i I AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORllY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTlY OPPOSED TO 'fHE REZONING AND .PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUIUC NIAIUNG DATE 

Tlnll'lday, AprO 18, 2024 

TIMI 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING YO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL f-'ROM R3/R5 TO 

~ii AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 
ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND .PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOO. 

PUIUC HIAAING DATI 

'l'lmndq, AprU 18, 2024 

TIMI 

1:30PM 

I.OUTIOH 

CttyHall 
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Juan Carlos Naranlo, (915) 212•1604 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

NO NAME 

TIME 

1:30 PM 
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r 

LOCATION 

City Hall 

EMAIL 

CASE MANAGER & PHONE NUMBER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/RS TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

NO NAME 

1 /<lt'lkUIJl>D bl?~/L .::JR. 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3 / R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

NO NAME 

TIME 

1:30 PM 

ADDRESS 

LOCATION 

City Hall 

EMAIL 

CASE MANAGER & PHONE NUMBER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 

PHONE NUMBER 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TU 
A3/ AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

MO NAME 

1 1{0oc, ),( .. 0. 7h', 

2 
t. 
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TIME 

1:30 PM 

ADDRESS 

..f-:;3 t>ll{ 

LOCATION 

City Hall 

CASE MANAGER a PHONE NUMIER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 

EMAIL 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/ R5 TO 
A3 / A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

TIME 

1:30 PM 

LOCATION 

City Hall 

NO NAME ADDRESS EMAIL 
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CASE MANAGER & PHONE NUMBER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO I 
A-ii AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANnY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING ANO PROPOSED PUBl.lC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUILIC HEARING DATE 

1bunday, April 18, 2024 

NO NAM! 

1 Af> ~ fl · (U.'<'fl,-M-l to 

TIME 

1:30 PM 

ADDRESS 
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City Hall 
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CASE MANAGER I PHONE NUMBER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 

PHONE NUMl!R 
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THE CITY OF El PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA BILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A'.il A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATI 

Thunday,April18,2024 

MO MAMI 

TIMI 

1:30 PM 

ADDRESS 

1 Le+,c,c,,.. C ('{..J.. 0 , & - • ..., u.. ~l.(<er- '-1 3 '3 r I' t,;'\f'\C 
I xo Av ~ ~ . 

2 ir i o.""' (}se~0e,, o-- . 4 "3 3 ""f, a-.11\ c ·, :s c.o fl,_.,; e • 

J /_ r,,_uYa.., ;,/tHJl{C {])1/10 t/75 {'4,-/,/e j/-ve; 
.. &w v~ 1'41 t pi:5\- ,U A~ 
5 Jo5C Lu;.S ,S;.aJZ-/4 74 f CA~7/v= -A---tE 

LOCATION 

CltyHaJI 

EMAIL 

6 J.-1-.G f °P?/l>CLJ/J JfIW Cf1 S"rJLC- A\/~ 

1-.J11Yr, /6'> ~ -::Jl;,2 (J/S'TI cE .,ef-U-.K. 

• /2/ c /-)a v d ~//_sll ? 13?,, J,,(utf A✓.IJ2 ~I 

9 
µ/J--X ! /V/ V ,-(, ~ ~ -c/- le I~ I..!? /4/y 

10 / SA If,£ U-.A- (5A,-.)t~ "t c.,-, cAt:: 77 c.SJ'W-4 
11 ,ci'i/l~f'I-~ l!?;¼ guffil!VA-i26t1 

12 Lvc,, tf.,Pt-/!..J ~ '2~ &3?~ JWfJN'-¥L u14 

u K* 5~ 711:J Cfi-jTll--6 

CASE MANAGER I PHONE MUMIER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-160.f 

PHONE NUMIIR 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/ R5 TO 
A3/ AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 
t' 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

TIME 

1:30 PM 

LOCATION 

City Hall 

CASE MANAGER & PHONE NUMBER 

Juan Carlos Naranjo, (915) 212-1604 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 

A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 
ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

TIME 

1:30 PM 

LOCATION 

City Hall 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE Ell. PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO. THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATI 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE TlttE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE El PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING~ THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ A5 SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thunday, April 18, 2024 
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THE CITY OF EL PASO IS PROPOSING TO REZONE THE EMPTY LOT ON MESA HILLS AND BLUFF TRAIL FROM R3/R5 TO 
A3/ AS SO THAT THE EL PASO HOUSING AUTHORITY CAN BUILD PUBLIC HOUSING. THE UNDERSIGNED ARE 

ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO THE REZONING AND PROPOSED PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 
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From: rmt3500
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: Rezoning of property located at Mesa Hills and Bluff Trail
Date: Sunday, April 14, 2024 12:51:23 PM

You don't often get email from rmt3500@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Mr. Naranjo,

I am very disappointed to learn that only certain people in this area received a letter informing
them of the proposed rezoning of this area for public housing.  I'm very fortunate to have good
neighbors or I would not have known about this. This will have an impact on all of us in this
area not just the surrounding houses. 

According to KVIA 7, who reported on this on Friday, the Housing Authority is claiming that
this will not decrease the value of our homes and will not increase traffic.  If this facility was
built and if I try to sell my home, I seriously doubt any buyers are going to say, "Yes, let me
buy a home next to low income housing".  However many units they plan to build, there will
be that many people moving to this area, how can that not increase traffic?

I seriously doubt that the people who are proposing this live next to or near low incoming
housing.  How would you feel if a facility like this was built close to where you live?

I am very disappointed in the city.  I highly protest the building of this facility in my area.

Respectfully,

Rosa M. Torres

mailto:rmt3500@yahoo.com
mailto:NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Desirae Manzanares
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: Rodriguez, Nina A.; Lloyd S Miller
Subject: RE: PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and NW of Sundland Park - CPC Meeting
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 10:53:13 AM
Attachments: image004.png

image001.png

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Good afternoon, Mr. Naranjo:
 
I am very concerned about the way this information was handled.
 
Yesterday you spoke to 2 of my neighbors and told them directly that this meeting was
pushed back 4 weeks. Many of our neighbors took off work to be there for the meeting
that initially was supposed to be Thursday.
 
Due to the misinformation given out many people cancelled their time off and now
cannot take it off.
 
I am not sure why this is a consistent city issue- you guys set agenda items and dates
and ALWAYS push them.
 
You, once again, are not putting your constituents first. We have not received any
studies on low income housing and its affects on El Paso neighborhood. You gave out
incorrect information about the meeting being cancelled and only corrected it 2 days
in advance.
 
I do hope you will be at the meeting to respond to all of our concerns. See you on
Thursday.
 

 

I ___ _ 

mailto:dmanzanares@ephcc.org
mailto:NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov
mailto:RodriguezNA@elpasotexas.gov
mailto:lloydee_miller@sbcglobal.net




 

 
 
From: Naranjo, Juan C. <NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 9:57 AM
To: Desirae Manzanares <dmanzanares@ephcc.org>
Cc: Rodriguez, Nina A. <RodriguezNA@elpasotexas.gov>
Subject: PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and NW of Sundland Park - CPC Meeting
 
Hello,
Thank you for your interest in this case. This  item will be presented on 5/16/2024 City Plan
Commission (CPC) hearing. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any doubt.
 
 
Thank you,

JC Naranjo  | Planner
O: 915.212.1604 |
A: 811 Texas Ave. El Paso, TX 79901
E: naranjojc@elpasotexas.gov
ElPasoTexas.gov | Take Our Survey
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From: Shawn A. Spencer
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: Mesa Hills #2 Rezoning
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 4:16:32 PM

You don't often get email from spencerius@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Mr Naranjo, I am disgusted that city hall is considering putting subsidized housing in the Mesa
Hills neighborhood next to the Retreat apartments. 
I made significant sacrifices in my life to afford to live in such a neighborhood. It pisses me
off that someone who has not made the same sacrifices can just move in and receive all the
benefits that I worked so hard for. 
Development here will stimulate more urban sprawl. Twenty houses could fit in the same area
as this complex. Now these same twenty families will be forced to build elsewhere, where
there are not any subsidized housing!
As well, the policies of the HOME organization do not match the practice they claim. They are
NOT kicking single mothers out for felonies committed by individuals in their unit. This is
just something they tell everyone that they do. The reality is that crime will go up because of
these units. 
Additionally, HOME needs to better monitor the individuals who live in the units. At
Medrano, there are NUMEROUS cars that are parked right outside the establishment becau
They are not allowed to park there. In short, these are people who abuse the system. Clean
these users out before building new subsidized housing!
Sincerely, 
Shawn Spencer
612 Bluff Canyon Cir

mailto:spencerius@hotmail.com
mailto:NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: C B
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: District #8
Subject: Case PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 7:00:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from christabring@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Mr. Naranjo,

I oppose the proposed subject zoning change. 

Christa Bringas
6205 Monarch Dr
El Paso TX, 79912

1-

mailto:christabring@gmail.com
mailto:NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov
mailto:District8@elpasotexas.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Rowena
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: District #8
Subject: Case PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 10:48:08 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from rowenadip@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish Alert or forward to
SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

To Whom It May Concern:

I oppose the proposed subject zoning change.

Rowena P. Dipasupil
691 Bluff Canyon Circle, El Paso, Texas 79912

mailto:rowenadip@gmail.com
mailto:NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov
mailto:District8@elpasotexas.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: MindaJun Dipasupil
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: District #8
Subject: Case PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 10:54:08 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from mindajun@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish Alert or forward to
SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

To Whom It May Concern:

We oppose the proposed subject zoning change.

Raymundo and Minda Dipasupil
691 Bluff Canyon Circle, El Paso, Texas 79912
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From: Cecelia Duran
To: Ramirez, Elsa; SmithW@elpasotexas.gov; Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: District #8
Subject: Proposed Housing Project on South Mesa Hills (Case PZRZ 24-00002) Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park

Drive)
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 9:09:09 AM

You don't often get email from cecelia.duran@weststarbank.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed housing development in
our neighborhood. While I understand the need for affordable housing in our city, I
believe that this project would have a detrimental impact on our neighborhood.
 
First and foremost, the proposed development is simply too large for our area. The
increase in population density would put a strain on our already overburdened
infrastructure, leading to increased traffic congestion, noise pollution, and strain on
our public services. Additionally, the construction of this project would result in
significant environmental damage, destroying natural habitats and putting wildlife at
risk.
 
Furthermore, the type of housing being proposed is simply not in keeping with the
character of our neighborhood. This development would bring in a large number of
residents, which could lead to increased crime rates and other negative social effects.
It would also drastically alter the aesthetic of our area, replacing the existing greenery
and open spaces with a monolithic, high-density housing complex.
 
Finally, I am deeply concerned about the impact this development would have on
property values in the surrounding area. The influx of residents could result in a
decline in property values, making it difficult for current residents to sell their homes
and move elsewhere.
 
In conclusion, I strongly urge you to reconsider this proposed housing development.
While I recognize the need for affordable housing, I believe that this project is simply
not the right fit for our neighborhood.
 
I would like to be included in the zoning report (Case PZRZ 24-00002) Mesa Hills and
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Northwest of Sunland Park Drive)
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
 
Sincerely,
 

Cecelia A. Duran
 
Cecelia Duran | Senior Commercial Loan Specialist
WestStar | 601 N. Mesa St., Suite 1100 | El Paso, TX 79901
p: (915) 747-4924 | f: (915) 532-4932
Cecelia.Duran@weststarbank.com | weststarbank.com 
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From: Ricardo Gonzalez
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: Opposition to project #PZRZ24-00002
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 9:24:51 AM

You don't often get email from rgonzalez9789@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

I am sending this email to voice my opposition to the proposed housing project #PZRZ24-
00002 on Mesa hills and bluff trail. As a resident of the adjacent neighborhood it causes
many problems that were outlined by the neighborhood committee. As our representative I
hope you choose to not support the proposal for the housing project. 
Ricardo Gonzalez 
805 somerset 
79912
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From: Delia Fernandez
To: Naranjo, Juan C.; jc@elpasotexas.gov
Cc: deliaz@hotmail.com
Subject: Case:PRZ24-00002- OPPOSING Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 10:32:44 AM

You don't often get email from ms.deliafernandezsoto@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Good Morning,
My name is Delia Fernandez. I am a homeowner that undoubtedly opposes this project.  I
grew up in this neighborhood and I brought up my daughters here as well. It is unacceptable
wanting to rezone this area. I am making my voice heard.
If you have any questions regarding my stand please let me know at 915-9994690.
Delia Fernandez
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From: Rocio Ramirez
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: Case PZRZ24-00002
Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 11:29:20 AM

[You don't often get email from rocram06@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish Alert or forward to
SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

Good morning Mr. Naranjo,

My name is Rocio Ramirez. I am a resident of the mesa hills community. I live in 805 somerset dr. I moved into this
neighborhood in 2023. I fell in love with the neighborhood, the parks, the residents and most importantly the privacy
of this community. My fiancée and myself both lived in big cities such as New York, Washington DC, Baltimore,
and Houston. When we first moved to El Paso we craved to find a home in a peaceful, quiet and most importantly
safe neighborhood. We found that in the mesa hills community. We are very proud of our community and feel this is
the perfect area to raise our children. Putnam Elementary children have progressed above average this year alone. I
believe this is in part due to the 11:1 student to teacher ration. Teachers don't have crowded classes and have the
time to dedicate 1:1 teaching if need be. Coronado high school has concurrently had a 91% graduation rate with at
least 40% of student taking advanced placement courses. Again, these rates of success are due to the manageable
17:1 student to teacher ratio. It is well known there is a shortage of teachers which has lead to over saturated
classrooms. This is why I urge you to reconsider the new build of housing apartments in the mesa hills community.
Not only is this a well established community and sought out community but so are our schools. With the new build
apartments our schools will  receive an influx of children which will imminently change our teacher to student ration
jeopardizing the education the children receive. Our children's education should not be jeopardized at any cost. This
amongst many reasons is why I urge you to reconsider building in this community.

Kindly,
Rocio Ramirez

mailto:rocram06@yahoo.com
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From: Keenan McLaughlin
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: I support rezoning and building apartments on Mesa Hills
Date: Sunday, May 12, 2024 10:30:26 PM

You don't often get email from keenanmcl@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Hello,

Regarding Case PZRZ24-00002

I am a resident next to the 6.3 acre lot and I am all for rezoning this land to A-3 and allowing
apartments to be built there. This is a good idea and worth pursuing. We have a housing crisis
nationally and this crisis applies to El Paso as well. There are no significant historical artifacts
on this abandoned site. Developing it would help relieve the strain on people looking for
homes/housing. I fully support the plan to rezone it; it will be good for El Paso as a whole and
our local Mesa Hills community.

Kindly,

Keenan McLaughlin
Local Mesa Hills Resident
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luff Canyon Circ e - Santosco Household Mes . Hills Apartment Project Rejection 

Linda Santoscoy < linda.psantoscoy1@farmersagency.com > 

To:n naranjojc@elpasotexas.gov> 
Cc:can ~--- - canalesjc@elpasotexas.gov> 

Hello, 

I hope you are doing well. I am writing this email in regards to the new afforda 
looking to be placed in our neighborhood. Both my husband Patrick Santoscoy a 
antoscoy at 692 Bluff Canyon Cir. El Paso, TX 79912 are ~GAINST this new developme 

the reasons why and the questions we would like answered. 

1. Traffic, if you are ever in the area during the months of October, November, December, and 
January you will notice that the traffic is incredibly congested. There is no way to easily exit or 
enter the neighborhood. We are bottle necked. Adding a new community with say 100 units and 
say 200 vehicles in the neighborhood will bring maihem to our roads. 

2. Public Transportation: If this is either low-income housing, affordable housing, or any name you 
would like to put on it to make it sound better, the guess is some of the people living there will 
also require public transportation. Now we are going to have busses in that tiny little strip of area 
on top of all of the added vehicles and extreme traffic we already have to deal with. 

3. Education for the children. We are guessing these families have children. What is the average 
amount of children every family has 3-4? And what are their ages? The closest elementary school 
is Putnam Elementary. What is their capacity and are they able to support an influx of 200 plus 
children? Middle school, Morehead is closed, does this mean all these children need to be driven 
or transported all the way to Hornedo Middle? EPISD already has a bus driver shortage, how is this 
going to smoothly function for the well being of these children? 

4. What is the need for more affordable government housing or partially government owned 
partially privately owned whatever spin you would like to sprinkle what is the actual need? Up 
Mesa hills there is affordable housing that is less than 5 miles away. Affordable housing as well as 
projects. If you get on interstate 10 and drive about 3 miles up, you will also find another large 
housing authority complex that is fairly new right off 1-10 next to the Kohls off the freeway. So, 
what is the need to have more? 

5. Across the freeway, literally across the freeway from the pad of land you are looking to develop 
(behind the Vista grocery store on Doniphan) you will find a large complex that used to be a hotel 
or maybe a housing facility of sorts it is a large facility that has wood boarded windows. Why can't 
this project be built there? That is already zoned to be housing of sorts, it is on the opposite side 
of us, alleviating all of the traffic, plus it is a standing structure already. Why is that not being 
considered? 

6. The apartment complex that you are trying to build next to RETREAT AT MESA HILLS currently 
rents their smallest unit 538 SQ FT at $1000 per month. This is in the regular area of the complex 
and not the gated area which is more expensive. You are trying to build next to their expensive 
area. I am not certain how many people are going to want to pay high rents to live next to 
affordable housing. It is unfortunate but it is true. So, what happens then? What happens to our 
neighborhood when this huge established complex that has been here for decades has an obscene 
number of vacancies? Does the complex just fall apart at that point? This all affects our 
neighborhood, our property values, the beauty of our community. This complex has already 
suffered through covid and it is noticeable as the cleanliness of the complex has dropped and the 
grounds have been in shambles for years now. They just now are starting to get back up on their 

◄ ,,., 
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feet, they just now began to prune the trees on the perimeter of the property, they just now 
began to clean the piles of fecal matter littering their property perimeter. Just now. 

7. Our neighborhood is an established neighborhood. We pay a really large amount of taxes, how 
favorably is this going to affect our property values if we choose to sell? Unfortunately, people are 
not lining up to purchase homes in close proximity to any type of affordable housing facility 
weather that is privately or publicly owned. How much is this project going to cost, how will it be 
funded, and will running utilities, bus services, street expansion for traffic control, school 
expansion for student accommodation end up affecting the amount of taxes we pay? I understand 
the tax rate % "should not increase" but if our homes are "magically" worth an additional 100k on 
paper in the next year or so then obviously our tax bill is increasing. Is it increasing because we are 
having to cover this expansion? Many people in this entire neighborhood don't have children at 
all and a large percentage have been empty nesters for well over a decade and still continue to pay 
taxes and see tax increases for the school district. It is what it is, but will this project require 
additional school and services expansions that DO NOT PERTAIN OR BENEFIT US yet end up costing 
us money? 

Respectfully, 

Linda & Patrick Santoscoy Property owners 692 Bluff Canyon Circle El Paso Texas (25 years) 

Linda Santoscoy 

Office of Patrick Santoscoy 

Farmers Insurance 

800 Chelsea St 

El Paso, TX 79903-4926 

915-771-6151 (Office) 

915-771-6153 (Fax) 

linda. 12santoscoyl.@farmersagenc}'..com 

httP.://www.farmersagent.com/12santoscoyJ. 

FARMERS 
INSURANCE 

Offering: 

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Mutual Funds* • Variable Universal Life* 

Variable Annuities* • IRAs* • 401(k)s* • 529 College Savings Plans* 

*Securities offered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC, Member FINRA & SIPC 

.......... .................... 



April 23, 2024 

City Plan Commission 

c/o Planning and Inspections 

311 Texas Ave.  

RE: Case PZRZ24-00002 

Dear Commissioners,  

I am writing to you in my capacity as a resident of the Mesa Hills area to ask for your approval of 
the proposed rezoning for an affordable housing development at Mesa Hills and Bluff Canyon. I 
strongly support the proposed affordable housing apartment building at Mesa Hills and Bluff 
Canyon that the Housing Authority (HOME) will build, own and manage. The Mesa Hills project 
will provide much-needed affordable residences for our community.  

44% of households in El Paso meet the HUD definition of low to moderate income, meaning that 
that they are at or below 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI). Over half of the households in 
this area are housing cost burdened, meaning they spend more than 30% of their household 
income on housing costs and transportation. This development is sorely needed to provide safe, 
affordable housing with access to amenities, transit, and a concentration of jobs.  

While there has been a great deal of opposition to this project, many of the statements made by 
my neighbors are rooted in biased stereotypes and fear.  

I have seen concerns raised about property values, when the majority of research shows that 
affordable housing developments result in either no change or an increase to property values.  

The comments about public safety are also not backed by the facts. Despite many lengthy 
studies, there is no evidence that affordable housing increases any type of crime.  

The average wait time is two to four years to receive housing assistance. HOME services 
families with incomes below $15,000 and up to $39,000 a year. Those may be students and 
elderly or disabled folks living on a fixed-income, but that is also a level that may include adjunct 
professors, teachers, nurses, and government employees. 

It is the duty of the City Plan Commission to consider the appropriateness of this rezoning case 
based on the criteria outlined in Section 20.04.430.D of the City Code. The City’s 
Comprehensive Plan clearly identifies a diversity of housing types as a priority as well as a 
sustainable, affordable housing stock. The development is situated in an already developed 
area, next to a long-standing apartment complex, adequately served by infrastructure. It is my 
opinion that this development would only benefit my neighborhood and the city. I hope you will 
agree and support this project.  

Sincerely,  

Karina Brasgalla 

 



From: Frederic Dalbin
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: Zamora, Luis F.; Garcia, Raul; Rodriguez, Nina A.
Subject: PZRZ24-00002 - Mesa Hills St and NW of Sunland Park Dr - OUTREACH UPDATE
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:08:03 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish
Alert or forward to SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

Juan,
 
The following is a HOME statement:
 
On May 8, 2024, HOME held a meeting from 5:30 pm to 7:15 pm with single-family home residents
who live within a mile of the proposed project site.

Approximately, 65 residents attended the meeting, which was held at one of HOME's properties,
Medano Heights.

HOME provided a 25-minute presentation that provided information about the proposed
development. This included design plans and renderings, the number of proposed units, the layout
of the site, the financial demographics of the future residents (as this will be affordable housing for
low-income residents), and other information.

HOME's CEO and legal counsel, along with the project architect, engineer, and an El Paso police
department officer answered over an hour of questions and listened to various concerns and
objections from the residents.

The residents voiced six major concerns: (1) increased traffic and street parking, (2) adverse impact
on their property value, (3) crime emanating from the residents of the future affordable housing
site, (4) not wanting the type of people who live in low-income housing as their neighbors, (5) lack of
prior notice and an opportunity to voice their opinions about the project, and (6) not preserving
open desert that might have had some past archeological evidence.

Residents also voiced their concerns about topics beyond the scope of the topic to be discussed such
as the failure of the city to attract good paying jobs to El Paso, criticism of subsidized housing
programs in general, failure of city leaders to hear and address their concerns and traffic issues
arising from drivers using the residential neighborhood nearby to bypass traffic congestion on
Sunland Park.  There was a consensus that the group wanted HOME to be built anywhere else but in
their neighborhood.

The HOME team patiently and professionally answered all of the questions as best they could and
offered evidence and public policy reasons why the project should proceed.

mailto:fdalbin@wrightdalbin.com
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The meeting was recorded by HOME if that is needed.
 
We can also send the presentation if necessary.
 
Sincerely
 
 
I also understand that there is an Open Space meeting tomorrow?  Is it confirmed? I don’t
see the agenda online?
 
Frédéric Dalbin AIA LEED AP CNU-A 
2112 Murchison Drive| El Paso, Texas 79930
t 915.533.3777 | m 915.637-3778
www.wrightdalbin.com
    

         
Please consider the environment before printing this email.
 

"We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if mankind is to survive."
Albert Einstein
 
 
 
 
From: Naranjo, Juan C. <NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov>
Date: Thursday, May 9, 2024 at 9:11 AM
To: Frederic Dalbin <fdalbin@wrightdalbin.com>
Cc: Zamora, Luis F. <ZamoraLF@elpasotexas.gov>, Garcia, Raul
<GarciaR1@elpasotexas.gov>, Rodriguez, Nina A.
<RodriguezNA@elpasotexas.gov>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: PZRZ24-00002 - Mesa Hills St and NW of Sunland Park
Dr - OUTREACH UPDATE

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 
Good morning,
I hope this email finds you well. Please, can you provide some update about this public meeting?
 
 
Thank you,

Planning • Architecture • Construction 

tel:915.533.3777
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JC Naranjo  | Planner
O: 915.212.1604 |
A: 811 Texas Ave. El Paso, TX 79901
E: naranjojc@elpasotexas.gov
ElPasoTexas.gov | Take Our Survey

 
 
 
 

From: Frederic Dalbin <fdalbin@wrightdalbin.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 10:57 AM
To: Naranjo, Juan C. <NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov>

Cc: Zamora, Luis F. <ZamoraLF@elpasotexas.gov>; Garcia, Raul <GarciaR1@elpasotexas.gov>;
Rodriguez, Nina A. <RodriguezNA@elpasotexas.gov>; Chavez, Tony <tchavez@ephome.org>
Subject: PZRZ24-00002 - Mesa Hills St and NW of Sunland Park Dr - OUTREACH UPDATE
 
 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If suspicious, use Phish Alert or forward to
SpamReport@elpasotexas.gov.

 

 

It is my understanding that HOME is setting up a May 8th meeting at the Medano
Community on the West side at 5 or 5:30PM.
 
Frédéric Dalbin AIA LEED AP CNU-A 
2112 Murchison Drive| El Paso, Texas 79930
t 915.533.3777 | m 915.637-3778
www.wrightdalbin.com    
 

  

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.
 

"We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if mankind is to survive."
Albert Einstein
 
 
 
 
From: Naranjo, Juan C. <NaranjoJC@elpasotexas.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 at 10:26 AM
To: Frederic Dalbin <fdalbin@wrightdalbin.com>
Cc: Zamora, Luis F. <ZamoraLF@elpasotexas.gov>, Garcia, Raul

mg· e . construction 

--- ==--=----
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<GarciaR1@elpasotexas.gov>, Rodriguez, Nina A.
<RodriguezNA@elpasotexas.gov>
Subject: EXTERNAL: PZRZ24-00002 - Mesa Hills St and NW of Sunland Park Dr -
OUTREACH UPDATE

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 

Good Morning,

I hope this email finds you well. Please, can you provide any update about the status of the outreach
efforts with surrounding neighbors about the rezoning application for this property?

 
Thank you,

JC Naranjo  | Planner
O: 915.212.1604 |
A: 811 Texas Ave. El Paso, TX 79901
E: naranjojc@elpasotexas.gov
ElPasoTexas.gov | Take Our Survey
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From: karen elvis
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Cc: District #8; Michael Zarate
Subject: Re: : Case PZRZ24-00002 Mesa Hills and Northwest of Sunland Park-OPPOSED to Rezoning
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 9:30:19 AM

You don't often get email from karenelvis2003@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of El Paso. Do not click links or open
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I want to follow up with additional comments regarding the proposed zoning. Has anyone in
your office been to the area under discussion to rezone? During resident meetings it was
brought up a few times that research found that people who live by a highway may end up
with health issues because of car/truck emissions and noise pollution. Earlier this week I
walked through this area to see how close these apartments would be to the highway; it is very
close. I did some research about this issue and found numerous studies about the link between
air pollution, traffic, and health issues. Research also addressed the noise from the highway
may contribute to development of health issues. Examples of illness linked to living by a
highway include Parkinson’s, Dementia, Alzheimer’s, MS, asthma, bronchitis, elevated blood
pressure, cancer, and preterm birth. Why would the city want to expose their residents to the
noise and smell from this heavily trafficked highway as part of their everyday life? Don’t our
residents deserve to smell clean air and sleep undisturbed at night?

Wildlife that lives in this area, i.e. rabbits, will be displaced. There is a deep drainage ditch in
this area. Is the city or the apartment owners going to put up a large wall to protect your
residents from injuries or worse drowning in the canal when we have rain? Residents who live
in the area know when we have a lot of rain, De Leon and Bluff Canyon Circle turn into rivers
and the drainage system between the developments is full of running water.
One of the speakers from the housing complex stated that residents don’t drive down De Leon.
Please, this is a main road to Mesa Street and the stores in the area and is already heavily
trafficked. De Leon is also the route to Putnam Elementary as well as Coronado High School.
Putnam at least when my children were younger had to be driven back and forth to school
because the school district did not provide bus service because we lived too close. Unless that
school district changed their policy, parents in this new low-income development will have to
take and pick up their children from Putnam. Residents who live in the established
developments know how busy these streets are already. Adding a hundred plus cars is only
going to make it worse. Is the city going to put up several speed bumps on these streets to
adjust for the increase in traffic?

In closing, residents of low-income housing deserve to live in a good healthy environment,
pick one of the other available sites that provide them with a better quality of life than the one
on Mesaa Hills.

On Monday, May 6, 2024 at 01:40:16 PM MDT, karen elvis <karenelvis2003@yahoo.com> wrote:

I am opposed to the proposed rezoning request at the above area.  My husband and I are the original
homeowners at 678 Bluff Canyon Circle.  We moved here in 1990 and raised our three children here. 

mailto:karenelvis2003@yahoo.com
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We have worked hard to keep our home nice and added on to our home rather than relocate due to the
location and the neighborhood being nice.  By allowing this rezoning to be approved and building low-
income housing right down the block from where I have lived the past 30 plus years would be
detrimental to our neighborhood.  I support low-income housing, but not just plopped in an area with
established homes and high-income apartments.  Low-income housing will be an eyesore for my
neighborhood, and it isn't fair to those who would move there because they are not wanted.  Mesa Hills
is already a busy road along with De Leon and the other streets that lead to Mesa are heavily trafficked
for a housing area.  I have witnessed numerous occasions people speeding on these roads.  We do not
need the additional traffic that would occur because of these low-income apartments.  

The addition of low-cost housing will most definitely negatively effect the value of my home.  The
appraisal district won't lower the cost of my home and others in the neighborhood until people try to sell
their homes and no one wants to buy a nice home with low-income housing in their back yard.  Let's
keep this area vacant so we can enjoy the wildlife.  If for some reason it has to be rezoned, keep it with
homes or high-income apartments.  Do not ruin my neighborhood. 

Karen Zarate, Homeowner
678 Bluff Canyon Circle  



From: Patty Patterson
To: Naranjo, Juan C.; CanalesJC@elpasotexas.com; Canales, Chris
Subject: Proposed Rezoning Meeting
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 9:44:28 AM
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Good Morning,

I would like to express my objection to the Proposed Rezoning Mesa Hills
at Bluff Trail. I have lived in this neighborhood since February 2011. I
relocated here after experiencing crime and theft.

I personally have experienced two home burglaries and my home
vandalized on the Eastside of town on Edgerock Dr. This neighborhood was
subject to low income and lots of crime.     

Respectfully,

Patricia Patterson
907 De Leon Dr.
915-309-3936
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From: Joe Priestley
To: Naranjo, Juan C.; Canales, Chris
Subject: Proposed Mesa Hills low income housing
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 10:13:04 AM

You don't often get email from jesabb1930@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
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Good morning gentlemen, 
My name is Joe Priestley and I have lived at 907 De Leon Dr for 13 years. 
I'm writing to voice my opposition to the approval / building of low income housing on Mesa
Hills at Bluff Trail.
We - along with many, many of our neighbors - have worked hard for years to establish a safe,
comfortable home in this neighborhood. We also work hard to keep our neighborhood clean
and safe. Most of us are middle aged or older, and have more than earned the right to that
cleanliness, safety, and peace of mind. 
You - city and county - inflate / raise our property assessments / taxes on a regular basis. Your
proposed complex would - without doubt - absolutely tank our property values. 
We have many elderly residents in our neighborhood, and facts prove that crime around these
low income projects is higher. 
Please understand that our objections to this proposal are absolute. We will fight this to the
end, and we demand as taxpayers and voters that you hear us and vacate any thoughts of
building this project in our neighborhood. 
Thank you for your time and expected support of your constituents. 
Joe Priestley 
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From: kathleen a bombach
To: Naranjo, Juan C.
Subject: Bluff Canyon/Bluff Ridge Zoning Change
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 3:32:56 PM
Attachments: Public Housing Statement.docx

You don't often get email from kabombach@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
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I am a resident who lives on Bluff Canyon Circle. I support the zoning change to allow a
mixed-income HOME complex on the vacant land off S. Mesa Hills. I wrote a statement (see
attached) explaining my support for the complex.

I have read the posted claims of the anti-crowd, and they have visited my house to get me to
sign a petition. I refused and explained why I supported the new complex. Personally, I think
they just have a knee-jerk reaction against living with a few poor people in the neighborhood,
along with all the myths about public housing residents. 

My only concern is whether or not the new complex violates requirements to disperse public
housing and not concentrate it. We have many Section 8 and other public housing complexes
in the area.

Kathleen Bombach
627 Bluff Canyon Circle
El Paso TX 79912
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Dear Neighbors: Don’t Let Uninformed Fearmongers Hurt Our Friendly Neighborhood



I have lived on Bluff Canyon Circle for more than thirty years. We have had problems and solved them with the appropriate people and agencies (graffiti, house burglaries). We worked together to address anything that disturbed our neighborhood. We can do that now, if indeed, anything happens, which it probably won’t.

Many people seem to know very little about public housing or cling to old stories and biases. Here are some facts about public housing:

1. The proposed new construction is mixed income. There will be residents at different levels of income, from low income to middle class.

2. Our area of the westside is already the home to several public housing complexes and lots of Section 8 housing. You just never noticed because there haven’t been any problems.

3. Many students at Putnam and Coronado already live in subsidized housing and they are your children’s friends and classmates already.

4. Public housing residents are strictly monitored. Should anyone in a family commit a crime, the entire family can (and often is) evicted. If it is a drug crime, they will automatically be evicted.

5. Public housing hires off duty police officers to provide security at all its apartment complexes.

6. Public housing provides resident managers who oversee its residents. If you have a problem, you have someone to call to address it. And they will.

7. Public housing residents pay rent and most families have at least one working parent.

8. Finally, and most importantly, public housing residents are normal human beings, just like you and me. They are not to be feared. They won’t hurt your property values; remember, our area is already home to large and small public housing complexes and many Section 8 residents. If our property values were going to be hurt, it would have already happened.

___________________________________________________________________________

How do I know this? I am now retired, but I worked in public services and higher education for forty years. I have had many housing residents in my programs and classrooms. I had staff who lived in public housing and had friends who lived there, too. For a while 25 years ago, I worked for the housing authority writing grants. I have been to most of the large complexes and have always been welcomed and never felt afraid. The residents are potential friends and genuinely decent people.



May 14, 2024 

This is Don Smelser at 675 Bluff Canyon Cirde, I reside with my wife Celeste Smelser at the 
stated address. We have asked Desirae Manzanares to represent us today because we are out 
of town and will not be returning until May 22. The observations and views are based the 
information that was shared at the meeting on May 8 at the housing unit on Medano. It has 
become apparent, that we have not, nor does the housing authority have all the information 
needed to make an informed decision to seek approval of the zoning appllication before you. 
We are not aware of any responses to our questions that have been shared by HOME or the 
project managers. By their own admittance, they have indicated that they must complete this 
process following strict guidelines and deadlines in order to qualify for federal applications. It 
was also stated by an officer of HOME, "This project has to get done quickly because we've 
already purchased the property." These statements, reinforce the appearance that they are 
going to complete this project as quickly as possible, with limited or incomplete information so 
th,ey are not delayed and can complete the process regardless of the issues or concerns. 
Therefore, the lack of transparency and the inability to provide accurate information or 
ignoring the concerns from our community has created an environment of mistrust with those 
making the decisions. THERE IS AN EXISTING COVENANT IN PLACE PREVENTING THE 
BUILDING OF LOW-INCOME HOUSING IN THE AREA. Here are examples, to my knowledge, of 
misstatements and questions that have been asked by our communityt where there has been 
no response or no substantiated data provided to the stakeholders that supports the 
justifications for the decisions being made: 

1. The project managers have stated that the facility will not lower the value of our 
property. They stated they did research through Zillow to form that opinion. Of course, if one is 
looking at the price when the house was purchased to the current value in those areas where 
the facilities were built, then that is probably a true statement. But appraisal values across the 
city have sky rocketed and the property value has not gone down. However, when compared 
to the rest of the city, the appraised val1ue of homes will decrease as a result of the affordable 
housing in the immediate area. According to an officer with the El Paso Central Appraisal 
District (CAD), the CAD will lower the appraised value of a home for taxing purposes if low
income housing is in the immediate area. The statement that property values are not affected 
is a misleading statement, when in fact, the property value will be lowered by the CAD. 

2. I understand that this committee wlll be presented with the studies from the others 
here that indicate that low-income housing is typicaUy p•laced near interstate highways. The 
:study shows that this is a very poor decision by zoning districts with regards to people with low 
income and the inability to seek treatment for health issues without health insurance for those 
residing on these properties. These residents are most affected with health issues who live 
close to an interstate, exposed to high emissions of pollutants from the vehicles on the road 



because of where these housing units are being placed. Can we hold this committee 
accountable for the harm that this zoning change would bring to these families and their 
children as result of the decision to approve? 

3. As was stated previously in the meeting on May 8, when other departments were 
required to approve the project and asked to revi w the information, there was not a response 
from most of those agencies. This gave the project managers the green light to move forward 
because they had followed the requirement to notify them. The project manager could not 
indicate what studies these departments had completed because the application only requires 
the applicable boxes to be checked. All the boxes were checked, but no additional information 
was available for the stakeholders to seek more information. At this time, we do not know if 
the infrastructure with regards to wastewater, drainage, traffic, water lines, etc. will be 
sufficient to handle the new facility or cause problems for existing lines and roads. One 
question that was asked and no answer was given, "Knowing that the wastewater lines from 
the Sunland Park and Doniphan area will be serving this project and those lines have failed in 
he past causing overflow into the Rio Grande, can we be sure that this installation may not 

cause the overflows to occur again 7 Are we installing a 5-inch tine to handle the waste water 
but then finding out later that it feeds into a 3-inch line causing the sewage to backup into the 
houses in the neighborhood? There is a strong possibility that sewage could back up into the 
homes or create another emergency crisis in the valley given the recent history of the area. 

4. The property to be developed is in a flood plain which was overwhe,lmed in the flood of 

2006. Most of the damage in Et Paso from that flood (and the sink holes) along with the water 
backup came from the runoff in that arroyo Immediately adjacent to that property. With the 
development of the parking lots and buildings on this property, wHI the area be able to drain 
property and handle that amount of rain that can be anticipated in this area? 

S. Tax revenues will decline with this project because tax valuations will decline, the 
property will receive tax exemptions and not taxable, and the valuations will continue to 
d dine. How much revenue are the taxing authorities wiling to lose over the next 30-40 years 
if this project moves forward. 

There are many other concerns, but because my time is limited, I strong'ly suggest that this 
decision for zoning change be denied or at least tabled or postponed until all the important 
information can be gathered and shared to make an informed decision. Thank you. 

Don Smelser 
675 Bluff Canyon Circle, El Paso 79912 
dasmels@earthlink.net. 91S-478-0208· 
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Celeste Smelser 
cksmelse@earthliok.net 
915--478-2447 _ 
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Dear Neighbors: Don’t Let Uninformed Fearmongers Hurt 

Our Friendly Neighborhood 

 

I have lived on Bluff Canyon Circle for more than thirty years. We have had problems and 
solved them with the appropriate people and agencies (graffiti, house burglaries). We worked 
together to address anything that disturbed our neighborhood. We can do that now, if indeed, 
anything happens, which it probably won’t. 

Many people seem to know very little about public housing or cling to old stories and biases. 
Here are some facts about public housing: 

1. The proposed new construction is mixed income. There will be residents at different 
levels of income, from low income to middle class. 

2. Our area of the westside is already the home to several public housing complexes and lots 
of Section 8 housing. You just never noticed because there haven’t been any problems. 

3. Many students at Putnam and Coronado already live in subsidized housing and they are 
your children’s friends and classmates already. 

4. Public housing residents are strictly monitored. Should anyone in a family commit a 
crime, the entire family can (and often is) evicted. If it is a drug crime, they will 
automatically be evicted. 

5. Public housing hires off duty police officers to provide security at all its apartment 
complexes. 

6. Public housing provides resident managers who oversee its residents. If you have a 
problem, you have someone to call to address it. And they will. 

7. Public housing residents pay rent and most families have at least one working parent. 
8. Finally, and most importantly, public housing residents are normal human beings, just 

like you and me. They are not to be feared. They won’t hurt your property values; 
remember, our area is already home to large and small public housing complexes and 
many Section 8 residents. If our property values were going to be hurt, it would have 
already happened. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

How do I know this? I am now retired, but I worked in public services and higher education for forty years. I 
have had many housing residents in my programs and classrooms. I had staff who lived in public housing and 
had friends who lived there, too. For a while 25 years ago, I worked for the housing authority writing grants. I 
have been to most of the large complexes and have always been welcomed and never felt afraid. The residents 
are potential friends and genuinely decent people. 
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