RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, we are here today to recognize and honor the Barbed Wire Open Mic Series, its
founders (Veronica Guajardo, Trent Hudley, Amit Ghosh, Roberto A. Santos, and Ricardo Marrufo),
and all of the community members and organizations that have contributed to more than fifteen years
of providing performance spaces for people to freely express their artistic voices and connect with one
another through the performing arts; and

WHEREAS, the Barbed Wire Open Mic Series was founded in 2007 and sponsored by
BorderSenses (a literary arts organization) with the goal of nurturing local poets, songwriters,
musicians, comedians, dancers, and artists from all walks of life by providing them a safe space to
explore and develop their artistry before a live audience; and

WHEREAS, the Barbed Wire Open Mic Series, in the last fifteen years, has organized over
300 open mic events supporting over 10 local establishments and online platforms, showcasing more
than 7,500 performers and holding space for thousands of art appreciating community members: and

WHEREAS, the Barbed Wire Open Mic Series enriches our city by providing a creative hub
that incubates and amplifies the voices, narratives, experiences, and creativity of our diverse population

leading to the communal creation of culture; and

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to recognize the contributions of the Barbed Wire Open Mic
Series in their generous and continued service to the community and the arts.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
EL PASO:

That December 13, 2022 shall be known as, “Barbed Wire Open Mic Series Day”
w
APPROVED this |2~ day of December 2022.
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