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	DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:
	Blank Page

	text: Discussion and Action to direct the City Manager to amend the City of El Paso's 90th Session State Legislative Agenda, as well as the 119th Congress Federal Legislative Agenda, to include advocacy support for policy proposals related to data center incentive and regulatory frameworks, including:



Support state legislation to refine sales tax exemption criteria so that recipients must demonstrate clear, measurable public benefits and remain accountable for delivering those outcomes;



Working with TML and other municipalities to support legislation that sets higher standards at the state for transparency, environmental protection, and accountability requirements for large-scale data center development. The intent is establishing state-level baseline standards for data center incentives while preserving municipal flexibility to structure Chapter 380 agreements, ensuring local governments retain control but operate within consistent guidelines that promote accountability and measurable public benefit.



Working with NLC and other municipalities to support federal legislation that strengthens public transparency, environmental protection, and accountability requirements for large-scale data center development.



Further, direct the City Manager to amend the City's State and Federal Legislative Agendas, as appropriate, to incorporate additional priorities, findings, and policy outcomes resulting from the City’s forthcoming Data Center Policy Framework currently under development, including any new standards, requirements, or recommendations adopted by Council related to data center siting, operations, incentives, or infrastructure impacts, and to include the same considerations in any future modification of the City's 380 policy.

 
	Date12_af_date: 4/28/26
	Text13: Mayor and Council
	Text8: 
	Text7: All Districts 
	Text16: Goal 6- Set the Standard for Sound Governance and Fiscal Management
	1st contact name: Rep. Alejandra Chavez 
	2nd contact name: Rep. Ivan Niño 
	3rd contact name: Rep. Art Fierro
	phone num 1: 9152120001
	phone num 2: 9152120005
	phone num 3: 9152120006
	Text3: On the direction of Council, City Staff conducted 6 community meetings around the development of a data center policy framework, from March 23-April 8, 2026. 
	Text9: None.



This action establishes policy direction for inclusion in the City's State and Federal Legislative Agendas. Any future implementation resulting from state or federal legislative action would be evaluated separately for fiscal and operational impact.
	Text10: City Council adopted the City of El Paso's State Legislative Agenda for the 90th Texas Legislative Session on 2-17-26. 



Similarly, the City of El Paso's Federal Legislative Agenda for the 119th US Congress was adopted by Council on 3-3-26.



On 2-17-26, City Council directed the City Manager to develop a propoposed Data Center Policy Framework for the City of El Paso. 

 

On 3-17-26, City Council adopted the Climate Action Plan which included environmetal protections to a Data Center Policy Framework.
	Text11: City Council has a responsibility to ensure that economic development policy and legislative advocacy reflect long-term fiscal sustainability, infrastructure capacity, environmental stewardship, and community benefit. As data center development continues to increase across Texas and the nation, state and federal policy decisions are shaping the financial, environmental, and infrastructure impacts experienced by municipalities.




