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Email of User Submitting Form DeMuroG@elpasotexas.gov

Contact Person Jerry DeMuro
9152123470

2nd Contact Person Karl Rimkus
9152123317

District(s) Affected All Districts

Agenda Item An ordinance terminating the Pinnacle Media, LLC, non-exclusive franchise to place benches at bus stops
on City right of way pursuant to the El Paso City Code that was granted by Ordinance 018002; the
penalties being as provided in Section 13.20.110 of the El Paso City Code.

Issue Statement City Council is asked to terminate the bus bench ads franchise granted to Pinnacle Media, LLC on April 20,
2013.

Background Business began operating franchise under Metro Signs LLC in 2020, without prior approval of City Council,
as required by the ordinance that granted the franchise. Additionally, Pinnacle Media, LLC is no longer
authorized to conduct business in Texas, per the Texas Secretary of State.

The business has placed 135 benches on rights of way in the City, and if the franchise is terminated, Sun
Metro will take over ownership of the benches, as allowed by the ordinance granting the franchise.
Additionally, Sun Metro will remove 18 metal benches placed on State rights of way and 54 concrete
benches (not allowed by current Bus Bench Franchise Rules).

Council Options 1. Approve the ordinance terminating the franchise; or
2. Take no action, and the business owner will remain in noncompliance of the franchise ordinance.

Committee Review and/or Recommendation N/A

Community and Stakeholder Outreach (if
applicable, as an attachment) – please include

Sun Metro Director and staff met with franchise business owner on February 9, 2026 to discuss the
termination process and to advise him that he may apply for a new franchise if Council terminates the
existing one.

Related City Policies Bus Bench Franchise Rules (adopted by Mass Transit Dept. Board April 9, 2013)

Prior Council Action Bus Bench Franchise Rules (adopted by Mass Transit Dept. Board April 9, 2013)

The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed the
documents and signed off on the necessary forms

Yes

Amount and Source of Funding N/A

Enter the elected official's name followed by the
amount donated.

N/A

For More Information Anthony DeKeyzer
9152123306
dekeyzerar@elpasotexas.gov

July 7, 2026
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ORDINANCE NO.____________ 

AN ORDINANCE TERMINATING THE PINNACLE MEDIA, LLC, NON-EXCLUSIVE 

FRANCHISE TO PLACE BENCHES AT BUS STOPS ON CITY RIGHT OF WAY 

PURSUANT TO THE EL PASO CITY CODE THAT WAS GRANTED BY ORDINANCE 

018002; THE PENALTIES BEING AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 13.20.110 OF THE EL 

PASO CITY CODE. 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No.016794 granted to Pinnacle Media, LLC (“Grantee”) a non-

exclusive franchise to place benches at bus stops on city right of way (Exhibit “A”); and  

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 016794 was amended in its entirety by Ordinance No. 018002 

with an intent to create unform rules and regulations that are applicable to all bus bench franchisees 

and further granted a non-exclusive franchise to Pinnacle Media, LLC to place benches at bus 

stops on city rights of way; and 

 

WHEREAS, section IX of Ordinance 018002 states in relevant part that “failure of the 

Grantee to comply with the terms and conditions of this franchise, the Rules, applicable provisions 

of the El Paso City Code or any other applicable local, State or Federal law as amended shall 

constitute adequate grounds for the termination of this franchise for cause after reasonable notice 

and hearing.” and section ; and    

 

WHEREAS, Grantee failed to comply with City Code 13.20.110, the terms of its franchise 

as provided in Ordinance 018002 and the bus bench franchise rules adopted by the Mass Transit 

Department Board; and  

 

WHEREAS, Grantee was provided notice detailing the multiple ways it fails to comply 

with the requirements of the franchise through a letter mailed via certified mail, return receipt 

requested directed to Grantee’s address as required by Ordinance 018002 and which was delivered 

to such address listed on Ordinance 018002 on January 13, 2026 (“January 13 letter”); and  

 

WHEREAS, Grantee failed to correct the actions and omissions listed in the January 13 

letter that rendered Grantee’s franchise out of compliance and to this date, Grantee remains out of 

compliance with its franchise requirements as noted in the January 13 letter; and    

 

WHEREAS, City plans to exercise its rights under Section XIV of the franchise agreement 

which states “Upon termination of this franchise, the property involved, including all Grantee 

improvements, shall become the property of the City without further compensation to Grantee” 

and City communicated such intent to Grantee in the January 13 letter; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso now requests for the non-exclusive franchise granted to 

Pinnacle Media, LLC by Ordinance No. 018002, be terminated. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

EL PASO: 

That the non-exclusive franchise granted to Pinnacle Media, LLC by Ordinance 018002 

shall be terminated as of the date that this ordinance is approved by City Council. 

That once the termination of the franchise granted to Pinnacle Media, LLC becomes 

effective, the property involved in the franchise, including all Grantee improvements, shall become 

the property of the City without further compensation to Grantee as allowed by Section XIV of 

Ordinance 018002.  

PASSED AND APPROVED this _____ day of ______________, 2026. 

THE CITY OF EL PASO 

______________________________ 

Renard U. Johnson  

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

___________________________ 

Laura Prine 

City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

___________________________ __________________________________ 

Joyce Garcia  Anthony R. Dekeyzer, Director 

Assistant City Attorney Mass Transit Department/Sun Metro 

Deputy Transit Officer for 




