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Item # 29



Space reserved for the ASL 
interpreter

Do not move, modify, or add 
any information on this box. • Simplify and clarify code 

requirements
• Beautification and improved visual 

aesthetic for residents, businesses, 
and visitors

• Increase landscape density and 
distribution along street frontages and 
commercial corridors

• Applicability – commercial and 
residential subdivision development 

• Aligned with Chihuahuan Desert 
Climate Action Plan 
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Purpose
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Do not move, modify, or add 
any information on this box. Ordinance 12399 enacted May 23,1995

Ordinance modified in June 1999
Revised November 2007

• Updated to promote property aesthetics and values by landscape 
standards. Relocated from Ch. 20 Zoning to Ch. 18 Building and 
Construction Code

Revised November 2011
• Amended to address Smart Growth

Revised June 2013
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Landscape Ord. 
Chronology
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Developers Focus Group
Coordination with EPE, Texas One Gas and EPW
Public meeting – February 27, 2025
Sustainability meeting – May 30, 2025
AIA Local Chapter – June 12, 2025 
City Plan Commission – March 26, 2026
Council Briefings

Public Outreach
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Street 
Trees

10’ Buffer 

Project landscape 
area

10’ Buffer, if abutting 
residential area

Project Landscape Areas

Property 
Line
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Proposed Major Amendments

Current distribution of plant 
material at frontage

Redistribution of plant material to 
frontage buffer increased densityCurrent distribution of plant 

material at frontage
Redistribution of plant material to 
frontage buffer increased density

BenefitProposed CodeCurrent CodeRequirements

- Promotes faster growth and greater shade 
canopy at tree maturity

- Additional spacing allows for placement of 
required shrubs between trees at the buffer 
zone

- Large or medium trees from 
COEP Plant list
- 40’ spacing for large canopies, 
40’ or >
- 30’ spacing for canopies, < 40’

1 tree per 30 feet 
of ROW Frontage

Street and 
Buffer Trees
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Proposed Major Amendments

BenefitProposed CodeCurrent CodeRequirements
- Improved visual aesthetic and 
beautification for pedestrians, residents, 
and motorists

Required landscape 
redistributed to front of 
building and along street 
frontage

Landscape permitted 
throughout parcel

Required 
Landscape Area
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Proposed Major Amendments

BenefitProposed CodeCurrent CodeRequirements
- Enhanced visual aesthetics 
for community
- Increased selection of native 
or naturalized drought tolerant 
plants

- 1 Tree per unit 
- 30 Shrubs - five gallon shrubs
- 15% of the required shrubs 
shall in the 10’ frontage buffer

- 1 Tree per unit 
- 45 Shrubs - five gallon 
shrubs

Unit 
Requirements 
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Proposed Major Amendments

BenefitProposed CodeCurrent CodeRequirements
- Provides sound and visual barrier
- Codifies routine zoning condition

10’ wide buffer with trees every 30’ 
O.C required when commercial 
abuts residential

None requiredResidential to 
Commercial
Buffer

Current commercial to 
residential buffer. 

Proposed commercial to 
residential buffer. 
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Proposed Major Amendments

BenefitProposed CodeCurrent CodeRequirements
- Current Fee – $5,300
- Fees may be used to 
enhance landscaping City 
assets

Expanded to apply to 
developed sites, when 1 unit or 
less is required

Only available for 
unmanned facilities

Buy-out option
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Staff Recommendation
Approval of proposed amendments to the 
landscape ordinance
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