
 

 

CITY COUNCIL 
 OSCAR LEESER BRIAN KENNEDY, DISTRICT 1 

MAYOR JOSH ACEVEDO, DISTRICT 2 
 CASSANDRA HERNANDEZ, DISTRICT 3 
 JOE MOLINAR, DISTRICT 4 

CARY WESTIN ISABEL SALCIDO, DISTRICT 5 
INTERIM CITY MANAGER ART FIERRO, DISTRICT 6 

 HENRY RIVERA, DISTRICT 7 
 CHRIS CANALES, DISTRICT 8 

 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

August 19, 2024 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 300 N. Campbell and Virtually 

8:00 A.M. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The City Council of the City of El Paso met at the above place and date. Meeting was called to order 
at 8:00 a.m. Mayor Oscar Leeser was present and presiding and the following Council Members 
answered roll call: Brian Kennedy, Josh Acevedo, Joe Molinar, and Isabel Salcido. Late arrivals: Art 
Fierro at 8:01 a.m., Chris Canales at 8:04 a.m., Cassandra Hernandez at 8:10 a.m., and Henry Rivera 
at 8:12 a.m. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 

AGENDA 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 
1. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS, CALLING 

FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL A CITY COUNCIL VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISTRICT NO. 5, TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 5, 2024; AND 
MAKING PROVISIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE SPECIAL ELECTION; AND 
AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH EL PASO COUNTY TO FURNISH ELECTION 
SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT. 
 
 WHEREAS, effective August 15, 2024, a vacancy occurred in the office of City Council 
Representative for District No. 5 following Representative Isabel Salcido’s announcement to 
run for the office of Mayor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Texas provides that a special election shall 
be held to fill the vacancy within one hundred and twenty (120) days after such vacancy occurs; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Texas Election Code, Section 201.051 (b), provides that a special 
election to fill a vacancy to be held on the date of the general election for state and county 
officers, the election shall be ordered not later than the 78th day before election day; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Texas Election Code defines “general election for state and county 
officers” to include general elections at which federal officers are elected; (Tex. Elections Code 
1.005 (7); and  
 
 WHEREAS, because the November 5, 2024 election includes the general election for 
the federal office of the United States President, the Special Election to fill this vacancy must 
be ordered no later than the 78th day before election day, which is Monday, August 19, 2024; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the holding of the special election to 
fill the unexpired term of City Council Representative for District No. 5 on November 5, 2024, 
is in conformity with applicable laws and is in the best interest of the citizens of El Paso. 
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 WHEREAS, by this Resolution, it is the intention of the El Paso City Council to adopt 
all requirements of this election order in accordance with state law, and to authorize a contract 
with El Paso County for election services.  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO THAT: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
SECTION 1 – VACANCY, REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISTRICT NO. 5 
 
The City Council of the City of El Paso, Texas, does hereby declare a vacancy in the position 
of City Council Representative, District No. 5, and orders a special election for the City of El 
Paso, Texas, to be held on November 5, 2024, uniform election day, for the purpose of electing 
a City Council Representative to serve for the unexpired term of District No. 5.  
 
Such election shall be held in the manner and form prescribed by the laws of the State of 
Texas. At such election all qualified voters in District No. 5 of the City are authorized to vote. 
The candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast for City Council Representative, District 
No. 5 shall be declared elected to such office. 
 
Such election shall be held at the precincts and the polling places designated in Exhibit "A"* 
or such other locations as may be designated prior to the election by the City Clerk, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes, and said polling places shall open at 7 a.m. 
and remain open until 7 p.m. on the day of the election. 
 
SECTION 2 – ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT WITH COUNTY 
 
The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a contract(s) and agreements, joint or 
otherwise, with the El Paso County Elections Administrator for the purpose of having El Paso 
County furnish all or any portion of the election services and equipment needed by the City 
Clerk to conduct the election. The contract document and election services provided therein 
shall conform to Chapter 31, Subchapter D, of the Texas Election Code and other applicable 
statutes and laws. 
 
The election services contract shall provide (a) the type of electronic voting equipment to be 
used for early voting by personal appearance and on election day, (b) notification and training 
for election judges and clerks, (c) an estimate and final payment terms for the election services 
provided, (d) agreements for early voting equipment and voting machine rental, and (e) other 
procedures to conduct the election. 
 
SECTION 3 – EARLY VOTING CLERK 
 
Lisa Wise, El Paso County Elections Administrator, 500 E. San Antonio, Suite 314, El Paso, 
Texas, 79901, is hereby appointed as Early Voting Clerk.  Applications for ballot by mail must 
be received no later than the close of business on October 25, 2024, sent to this address.   
 
SECTION 4 – EARLY VOTING 
 
Early voting by personal appearance shall be conducted at the El Paso County Courthouse, 
located at 500 E. San Antonio, El Paso, Texas 79901. In addition, early voting may also occur 
at such branch early voting polling places as are designated herein or otherwise designated 
by the El Paso County Elections Administrator and posted at City Hall by the City Clerk.  The 
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locations and hours for early voting by personal appearance shall be authorized for such 
election as set forth in Exhibit “A.”* 
 
In addition, mobile voting stations may also be authorized and used for early voting at publicly 
owned buildings in the City as established by the El Paso County Elections Administrator.  The 
City Clerk is authorized to make corrections or revisions to the list of these mobile stations, 
including the respective hours for early voting by personal appearance at these stations, as 
are established by the El Paso County Elections Administrator.  The City Clerk is further 
authorized to make corrections or revisions to the list of early voting stations as set forth above, 
including the respective hours for early voting by personal appearance at these stations, and 
revise and correct all election notices regarding the early voting locations and the mobile voting 
stations, and the dates and times for such voting. 
 
For purposes of processing ballots cast in early voting, the election officers for the Early Voting 
Ballot Board shall be appointed and designated in accordance with the provisions of the 
election agreement with El Paso County. 
 
SECTION 5 – FILING FOR PLACE ON BALLOT 
 
Applications for candidacy to the office of City Council Representative, District No. 5 shall be 
made to the City Clerk of the City of El Paso beginning upon approval by City Council of this 
resolution and ending on September 4, 2024 at 5 p.m., in manner and form as prescribed by 
law. 
 
The names of eligible and qualified candidates for such office shall be placed on the ballots for 
such election by the City Clerk at the time and in the manner prescribed by law.   
 
SECTION 6 – VOTING MACHINES AND ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Voting machines used for the conduct of the election, shall be procured, maintained, operated, 
sealed and the votes therefrom tabulated pursuant to procedures established and authorized 
by the laws of the State of Texas. 
 
The results of the election shall be certified, canvassed, and returned in the form and manner 
prescribed by law. 
 
SECTION 7 – NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 
The notice of the election hereby ordered and called shall be promulgated, published and 
posted in keeping with the state and local laws.  A substantial copy of this resolution shall serve 
as proper notice of said election. 
 
The City Clerk shall give notice of such election by posting a notice of such election in English 
and Spanish in the Office of the City Clerk as provided by law and by publishing a copy of said 
notice in both English and Spanish in a newspaper in the City as required by law. 
 
The City Clerk shall deliver notice of this election to the county clerk and voter registrar of El 
Paso County, as required by law. 
 
SECTION 8 – RUNOFF ELECTION 
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Any runoff election required for the election of City Council Representative, District No. 5, 
following the special election of November 5, 2024, shall be held on December 14, 2024 that 
is permitted by and in accordance with Section 2.025 (a) Election Code of the State of Texas.  
Such election, if any, shall be called by the City Council.  Early voting dates and sites will be 
identified if such runoff election shall be held. 
 
SECTION 9 – COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 
 
The City Manager and the City Clerk, in consultation with the City Attorney, are hereby 
authorized and directed to take any and all actions necessary to comply with the provisions of 
federal and state law in carrying out and conducting the election, whether or not expressly 
authorized herein. 
 
*Exhibit available at the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Mayor Leeser and Representative Acevedo commented. 
 
Ms. Laura Prine, City Clerk, commented. 
 
Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Molinar, seconded by Representative Salcido, 
and unanimously carried to APPROVE the Resolution.  
 
AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, and Canales 
NAYS: None 
NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Representatives Hernandez and Rivera 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………. 
2. ITEM: Discussion and action on the appointment of the El Paso City Manager in accordance 

with City Charter Section 5.1. 
 
Mayor Leeser and Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, 
Rivera, and Canales commented. 
 
The following City staff members commented: 
 

• Ms. Mary Wiggins, Chief Human Resources Officer 
• Ms. Karla Nieman, City Attorney 
• Ms. Laura Prine, City Clerk 

 
Ms. Lea Ream, outside counsel, commented. 
 
Ms. Dionne Mack, newly appointed City Manager, commented. 
 
The following members of the public commented: 
 
1. Ms. Terri Garcia 
2. Mr. Ron Comeau 
 
1ST MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Salcido, seconded by Representative Acevedo, to 
POSTPONE the Item until February 4, 2025. 
 
AYES: Representatives Acevedo, Hernandez, Salcido, and Rivera 
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NAYS: Representatives Kennedy, Molinar, Fierro, and Canales 
Mayor Leeser broke the tie by voting “Nay”, THE MOTION FAILED. 
 
2ND MOTION 
Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Molinar, seconded by Representative Canales, 
and unanimously carried to RETIRE into executive session at 8:22 a.m. 
 
AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, Rivera and      

Canales 
NAYS: None 
 
3RD MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro and unanimously 
carried to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 5:56 p.m. and RECONVENE the meeting of 
the City Council at which time a motion was made. 
 
4TH AND FINAL MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Canales, seconded by Representative Rivera and carried to 
PROCEED with the appointment of Dionne Mack as El Paso City Manager in accordance with 
City Charter Section 5.1. 
 
AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Salcido, Rivera, and Canales 
NAYS: Representatives Molinar and Fierro 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Motion made by Alternate Mayor Pro Tempore Molinar, seconded by Representative Canales and 
unanimously carried that the City Council RETIRE into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 8:22 a.m. pursuant 
to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government Code, Sections 551.071 - 
551.089 to discuss the following items: 
  
Section 551.071  CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY 
Section 551.074 PERSONNEL MATTERS   
 
AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, Rivera and Canales 
NAYS: None 
 
Motion made by Representative Rivera, seconded by Representative Fierro, and unanimously carried 
to ADJOURN the Executive Session at 5:56 p.m. and RECONVENE the meeting of the City Council  

 
AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, Rivera, and Canales 
NAYS: None 
……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………. 
 EX1. City Council Interviews of City Manager Candidates. (551.071) (551.074) 

 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………. 
ADJOURN 

 
Motion made by Representative Hernandez, seconded by Representative Canales, and 
unanimously carried to ADJOURN the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 
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AYES: Representatives Kennedy, Acevedo, Hernandez, Molinar, Salcido, Fierro, Rivera, and 
Canales 
NAYS: None  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Laura D. Prine, City Clerk 


