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CITY GF EL PASD

DEPARTMENT / COUNCIL OFFICE: Strategic and Legislative Affairs

AGENDA DATE: 5/11/26

PUBLIC HEARING DATE:

Alejandra Gorski

CONTACT PERSON NAME: PHONE NUMBER: 915-494-2426

2nd CONTACT PERSON NAME: 1N Voglewede PHONE NUMBER: 915-212-1299

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:

AGENDA ITEM:

Discussion and action authorizing City Manager, or designee, to submit nominated census tracts to the Texas

Governor's Economic Development and Tourism Office for the selection of Opportunity Zones within the City of El Paso
in alignment with the City's Strategic Planning process.

ISSUE STATEMENT:

This item asks City Council to allow the City Manager, or a designated staff member, to submit selected areas of the
city to the State of Texas for possible designation as Opportunity Zones. This step allows the City to take part in the
state’s selection process and does not approve any specific projects or spending. Any areas submitted would be
chosen based on the City’s existing plans, long-term goals, and policy priorities.

BACKGROUND:

The federal Opportunity Zone program was originally established under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 to encourage private-sector investment in
designated low-income communities through federal tax incentives. The program has since been reauthorized through H.R. 1 in 2025, providing an
opportunity for states to nominate a new round of eligible census tracts for designation as Opportunity Zones. In Texas, the Governor's Economic
Development and Tourism Office serves as the coordinating entity for receiving, reviewing, and advancing nominations submitted by local

governments. The City of El Paso is now positioned to identify and advocate for a new set of qualifying census tracts within the city limits for
potential designation under the program.

Benefits to the City include the ability to proactively guide potential private investment to priority areas, support job creation and community-serving
development, and maintain local input in a competitive state process. Potential community considerations include 1) ensuring that new investment
supports existing residents and small businesses, and 2) that growth and reinvestment occur in a balanced and community-responsive manner.
These considerations are mitigated through Council oversight, alignment with adopted plans, and the fact that designation itself does not mandate
development or public expenditure. Relevant documents include the proposed resolution authorizing submission of nominated tracts.

COUNCIL OPTIONS:

I make a motion to authorize the City Manager, or designee, to submit nominated census tracts to the Texas Governor's Economic Development and
Tourism Office for the selection of Opportunity Zones within the City of El Paso in alignment with the City's Strategic Planning process.

COMMITTEE REVIEW AND/OR RECOMMENDATION:

N/A
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COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH (if applicable, as an attachment) — please include:

Strategic and Legislative Affairs is planning consultation with each City Council member on this issue to ensure full
consideration of district concerns; held ongoing consultation with City department leadership (Urban Planning and
Design, Economic Development, Community and Human Development); is engaging in weekly, recurring meetings on
this issue with partnering agencies including the County of El Paso, Borderplex Alliance, and the City of Horizon.

RELATED CITY POLICIES:

The City’s nominations shall be informed by and aligned with the City of El Paso’s Strategic Planning process, adopted
plans, and policy priorities.

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:

25-247: 3/3/2025: Presentation, discussion and action on the City of El Paso's legislative agenda for the 119th United
States Congress

25-132 1/15/2025: Discussion and action on a Resolution to adopt the City of El Paso's State Legislative Agenda and

laniclativia eaccinn 1indata far tha QOth Tavac | aniclativia Caccinn

LEGAL REVIEW:

L Legal counsel reviewed as a part of Council packet

Legal counsel reviewed in advance of packet as an individual item

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A

REPORTING OF CONTRIBUTION OR DONATION TO CITY COUNCIL:
N/A

NAME

AMOUNT (3)

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment Description

A.
B.
C.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Alejandra Gorski 9154942426 gorskia@elpasotexas.gov

Fkkkkdkkkdkkkhkkkhk R EQ U I R E D AU T H o R IZAT I o N********************

Stephen lan Digitally signed by Stephen lan
Voglewede
SIGNATURE: Vog lewede Date: 2026.04.30 09:25:01 -06'00"

(If Agenda Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign
also)
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