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DEPARTMENT: Strategic and Legislative Affairs

AGENDA DATE: 1/6/26

PUBLIC HEARING DATE:

CONTACT PERSON NAME: Omar Martinez and Carolyn Patrick PHONE NUMBER: 915-479-0341 and (915) 867-6
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: All Districts

STRATEGIC GOAL:
No. 6: Set the Standard for Sound Governance and Fiscal Management

SUBGOAL.:

SUBJECT:
This presentation is an update to the El Paso Computes program led by the UTEP College of Education.
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BACKGROUND /DISCUSSION:

With funding from the City of El Paso, UTEP’s El Paso Computes: K-12 Impact initiative aims to increase computing

competencies of El Paso students by building capacity in foundational computing among teachers in El Paso’s K-12 public
schools.

Core activities include:

« Increasing the number of Computer Science-certified teachers through training for current teachers and a post-bac CS
residency pathway for aspiring teachers

» Adding a “Computational Thinking for Educators” course into all B.S. in Education degree plans for education majors
(elementary and middle grades certification)

« Providing professional development workshops in computational thinking, Al, and computer science for K-12 teachers in
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COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH:

N/A

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:

File # 24-640: El Paso Computes was funded by $3 million ARPA allocation approved by the El Paso City Council on May
6, 2024.

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

$3,000,000.00 from American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds

REPORTING OF CONTRIBUTION OR DONATION TO CITY COUNCIL:

Report any contributions or donations made to City Council of an accumulated total of $500 or more. Report the name of the elected
official and the amount.

NAME AMOUNT (9)
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Stephen Ian Voglewede Digitally signed by Stephen lan Voglewede
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(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department should
sign also)
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Core activities include:
• Increasing the number of Computer Science-certified teachers through training for current teachers and a post-bac CS residency pathway for aspiring teachers
• Adding a “Computational Thinking for Educators” course into all B.S. in Education degree plans for education majors (elementary and middle grades certification)
• Providing professional development workshops in computational thinking, AI, and computer science for K-12 teachers in El Paso schools
• Providing professional development workshops in foundational computing and AI to EPCC and UTEP teacher preparation faculty
• Offering cybersecurity and AI training for middle and high school students across the El Paso region

As of 12/4/25, El Paso Computes has impacted 105 schools in El Paso, trained 288 teachers, and 7 teachers have been certified in computer science.

Program website: https://www.utep.edu/education/elpasocomputes/elpasocomputes.html 



