
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

AGENDA DATE:   September 26, 2023 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  Not Applicable  

CONTACT PERSON(S) NAME AND PHONE NUMBER: 
Jonathan P. Killings, Fire Chief, (915) 493-5609 
K. Nicole Cote, Managing Director (915) 212-1092

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All 

STRATEGIC GOAL: Goal 2 - Set the Standard for a Safe and Secure City 

SUBGOAL:  2.3 Increase public safety operational efficiency 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion and action that the Managing Director of the Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing Department be 
authorized to issue Purchase Order(s) to Sub-Aquatics, Inc., dba Breathing Air Systems, the sole 
distributor of the Responder series Air and Light Trailers for the Fire Department for a one-
time purchase for an estimated amount of $215,688.17. This contract will allow the Fire Department 
during an emergency response to refill their oxygen cylinders.  

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:
The El Paso Fire Department is in need of a replacement vehicle which refills the breathing air used in 
the self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) bottles worn by firefighters while in hazardous 
atmospheres. The considered mobile air trailer will be the replacement for the only current vehicle 
available for this purpose.  The current mobile air vehicle was acquired in 1992 (31 years old) and is in 
need of replacement.  Without a mobile vehicle that is equipped with the appropriate compressor and filling 
capabilities, firefighting operations will be limited to bottles that are available at the scene.  This mobile air 
trailer is an economical alternative to the current model because it not mounted on a heavy-duty 
vehicle chassis, thus must be towed to the scene using one of the many available pickup trucks 
available to the Fire Department.  It is crucial that a reliable system is available to fill these breathing air 
bottles at the fire scene, which can allow operations to continue without running out of resources.  Failure 
of our current 1992 vehicle will require the use of mutual aid assistance from outside fire agencies to bring 
their mobile air trailers to the scene. 

SELECTION SUMMARY: 
N/A  

CONTRACT VARIANCE: 
N/A 

PROTEST 
No protest received for this requirement. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
Amount: $215,688.17 
Funding Source: Fire Capital
Account: 322-4392-22090-580060-PIF23FDCAP 
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HAVE ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTS BEEN NOTIFIED?  _X__ YES ___NO  
 
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: Fire Department  
SECONDARY DEPARTMENT: Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing  
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD: 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 

Jonathan P. Killings, Fire Chief 
   



COUNCIL PROJECT FORM 
(Sole Source) 

*******************************************POSTING LANGUAGE BELOW****************************************** 

Please place the following item on the REGULAR  AGENDA for the Council Meeting of September 26, 2023. 

STRATEGIC GOAL: No. 2: Set the Standard for a Safe and Secure City 

The linkage to the Strategic Plan is subsection 2.3 Increase public safety operational efficiency 

Discussion and action that the Managing Director of the Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing Department be 
authorized to issue Purchase Order(s) to Sub-Aquatics, Inc., dba Breathing Air Systems, the sole distributor 
of the Responder series Air and Light Trailers for the Fire Department for a one-time purchase for an estimated 
amount of $215,688.17. This contract will allow the Fire Department during an emergency response to refill 
their oxygen cylinders.  

Contract Variance:  
There is no variance, this is a new contract 

Department: 
Vendor: 

Total Estimated Award: 
Account No.: 
Funding Source: 
District(s): 
Reference No.  

Fire  
Sub-Aquatics, Inc. dba Breathing Air Systems 
Reynoldsburg, OH 
$215,688.17 
580060-322-4932-22090-PIF23FDCAP
Fire Capital 
All 
2023-0461 

This is a Sole Source, one-time purchase contract. 

The Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing and Fire Department recommend award as indicated to Sub-Aquatics, 
Inc. dba Breathing Air Systems.  








