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September 18, 2025 Microsoft Teams Live Streamed via City’s website: http://www.elpasotexas.gov/videos Television on City 15
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofelpasotx/videos

VETERAN AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
INFORMATIONAL MEETING RECORD
September 18, 2025 – 10:00 a.m.
City Hall – 300 N. Campbell
________________________________________
Note on Quorum / Status of Meeting
A quorum was not present.
Because a quorum was not established, the meeting was not officially called to order, and no votes or actions were taken.
This record does not constitute official minutes. It is provided solely as an informational summary of attendance and presentations delivered.
________________________________________
ATTENDANCE
Board Members
Name	District	Attendance
Ruben Ramirez	Mayor	            Absent
Vacant	           District 1	—         
Ron Jackson	District 2	Absent
Donna Juarez	District 3	Present
James Green	District 4	Present
George Elsaesser	District 5	Present
Donald Brown	District 6	Present
Vacant	           District 7	—         
Melissa Harcrow	District 8	Absent
City Staff Present:
Luther L. Jones, Department of Veteran & Military Affairs
City Staff
Presenters:
Mr. Rielo, Interim El Paso VA Director
Mr. Amin Enriquez, Chief, Center for Development & Civic Engagement (CDCE)
Mrs. Antoinette Hunt, El Paso County Veteran Service Officer
Mr. Mike Barnes, County Veterans Advisory Board
Ms. Yvonne Whitaker, Program Director, Veterans Treatment Court
Mr. Mike Robinson, Owner, Aquatic Adventures
________________________________________
Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
________________________________________
INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATIONS (No Action Taken)
Concise and professionally formatted.
________________________________________
1. El Paso VA Health Care System – Update
Presented by:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Rielo, Interim El Paso VA Director
Mr. Amin Enriquez, Chief, Center for Development & Civic Engagement (CDCE)
Summary:
Suicide Prevention Month activities and “Blanket of Hope Veteran Family Night.”
Hunger Awareness Month food drives and weekly food distribution partnership.
Extended-hours walk-in clinic operations and expanded after-hours pharmacy services.
Behavioral health crisis support currently available until ~6 p.m., with efforts to extend service.
VA leadership transition and introduction of incoming Acting Director.
Flu vaccine drive-through clinic operating at main campus.
Appreciation extended for community support during the Veterans Homeless Stand Down.
________________________________________
2. El Paso County Veteran Services & Veterans Advisory Board
Presenters:
Mrs. Antoinette Hunt, County VSO
Mr. Mike Barnes, Veterans Advisory Board
Summary:
West Texas region awarded approximately $2.3M in Texas Veterans Commission grant funding.
Commissioners Court resolution for Gold Star Mothers & Families set for October 6.
Reminder regarding Veteran of the Year nomination deadline.
________________________________________
3. Veterans Treatment Court – Program Overview
Presenter: Ms. Yvonne Whitaker, Program Director
Summary:
Overview of program mission, veteran diversion process, and treatment framework.
Explanation of program phases, mentor (“battle buddy”) program, and court supervision.
Successful completion allows for case dismissal and expunction.
Upcoming graduation scheduled for September 24.
________________________________________
4. Aquatic Adventures – Veteran Scuba Programs
Presenter: Mr. Mike Robinson, Owner
Summary:
No-cost scuba certification for veterans through “Dive for Vets.”
Physical rehabilitation and PTSD/mental wellness benefits of scuba.
GI Bill reimbursement options for approved SDI/TDI courses.
Adaptive diving opportunities for paraplegic and mobility-impaired veterans.
________________________________________
SUBCOMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL REPORTS
Employment Subcommittee
Presenter: George Elsaesser
District 4 Veterans Resource Event update.
Research ongoing into Tyler, TX veteran discount program model.
Mental Health Subcommittee
Presenter: Donna Juarez
Participation in Borderplex mental-health resource coordination sessions.
Upcoming community self-care events with the Elks Lodge.
Emphasis on VA Whole Health and holistic options.
Reminder to update online resources on the City Veteran website.
________________________________________
Division of Veteran & Military Affairs Update
Presenter: Luther L. Jones
BorderPlex Veterans Service Provider Summit recap; identified gaps in adaptive recreation, mental-health access, and resource navigation.
Honor Flight reminders for Sept. 25 (departure) and Sept. 27 (arrival).
Stand Down recap and recognition work underway.
VAC name alignment (removal of “Affairs”) progressing.
District 7 vacancy acknowledged.
________________________________________
Announcements
Honor Flight participation encouraged.
Veterans Day Parade scheduled for November 8; volunteers needed for flag detail.
________________________________________
Conclusion
Due to the lack of quorum, the informational session concluded informally.
No actions, votes, or official decisions occurred.
________________________________________
Prepared for Filing
This document is not official minutes and is not subject to VAC approval.
It is a factual summary of presentations and attendance at the informational session.
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