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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

AGENDA DATE:  July 2, 2024 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  Not Applicable 

CONTACT PERSON(S) NAME AND PHONE NUMBER: 
Norma Martinez, Director of Library Services (915) 212-3200 
K. Nicole Cote, Managing Director (915) 212-1092

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All 

STRATEGIC GOAL: No. 4 – Enhance El Paso's Quality of Life through Recreational, Cultural, and 
Educational Environments 

SUBGOAL: 4.2 Create innovative recreational, educational and cultural programs 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion and action on the Request that the Managing Director of Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing be authorized 
to issue Purchase Order(s) for solicitation 2024-0533 Career Online High School to Smart Horizons Career Online 
High School, LLC dba Smart Horizons Career Online Education the sole source provider for Smart Horizon Career 
Online Education for a term of three (3) years for an estimated amount of $264,825.00. Supplier will be required 
to provide an updated sole source letter and affidavit each year. 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
The El Paso Public Library has offered the Career Online High School program since 2016. Currently, 91 students 
are actively enrolled in the program at different stages since the program is open enrollment. A COHS student has 
up to 18 months to complete the program. We have graduated 154 students from our Career Online High School 
Program to date. Students who complete the program receive an accredited high school diploma from Smart 
Horizons Career Online High School.  

Smart Horizons Online High School is the only Online High School (100% online) that offers 10 Career certificates 
along with the high school diploma plus a career portfolio. Smart Horizons Online High School offers 10 career 
paths (child care, commercial driving, food and hospitality, general career preparation, home care professional, 
hospitality and leisure, manufacturing, office management, retail customer service and security professional) and 
offers a career portfolio which is preparation students in resume building, cover letter and job search help.  

In addition, Smart Horizons Career Online High School is a division of Smart Horizons Career Online Education, a 
private school district that has been granted District Accreditation from Cognia (formerly AdvancED).  Cognia is the 
national commission that confers the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and 
School Improvement (SACS CASI), North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School 
Improvement (NCA CASI), and the Northwest Accreditation Commission (NWAC) accreditation seals.  

This means that the Smart Horizons Career Online Education district and all of its schools are 
Cognia/SACS/NCA/NWAC accredited, and that Smart Horizons Career Online Education is recognized across 
the nation as a quality school system. 

SELECTION SUMMARY: 
General Exemption under Texas Local Government Code Section 252.022 Part 7 (A) items that are available from 
only one source because of patents, copyrights, secret processes, or natural monopolies. Smart Horizons Career 
Online High School, LLC is the sole and authorized provider of Smart Horizons Career Online Education. 
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CONTRACT VARIANCE:  
The difference based in comparison to the previous contract is as follows: An increase of $92,700 for the 
full term, which represents a 53.86% increase due to additional quantities of scholarships. 

PROTEST 
N/A 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
Amount: $264,825.00  
Funding Source: General Fund  
Account: 453-1000-53010-531030 

HAVE ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTS BEEN NOTIFIED?  X YES ___NO 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: Library Services 
SECONDARY DEPARTMENT: Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

DEPARTMENT HEAD: 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Norma Martinez, Director of Library Services 
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Project Form 
Non-Competitive 

 
*****************************************Posting Language Below *************************************** 
 
Please place the following item on the Regular Agenda for the City Council Meeting of July 2, 
2024.  
 
Strategic Goal 4 – Enhance El Paso's Quality of Life through Recreational, Cultural, and 
Educational Environments 
 
The linkage to the Strategic Plan is subsection: 4.2 Create innovative recreational, educational 
and cultural programs 
 
Award Summary: 
Discussion and action on the Request that the Managing Director of Purchasing & Strategic 
Sourcing be authorized to issue Purchase Order(s) for solicitation 2024-0533 Career Online High 
School to Smart Horizons Career Online High School, LLC dba Smart Horizons Career Online 
Education the sole source provider for Smart Horizon Career Online Education for a term of three 
(3) years for an estimated amount of $264,825.00. Supplier will be required to provide an updated 
sole source letter and affidavit each year. This contract will allow the Library to purchase 
proprietary educational material necessary for the continuation of the administration of the career 
online high school education. 
 
Contract Variance: 
The difference based in comparison to the previous contract is as follows: An increase of $92,700 
for the full term, which represents a 53.86% increase due additional quantities of scholarships to 
be purchased under this contract. 
 
Department: Library 
Vendor: Smart Horizons Career Online High School, LLC. 
 dba Smart Horizons Career Online Education 
City & State: Pace, FL 
Item(s): All  
Initial Term: 3 years 
Option Term: NA 
Total Contract Time:  3 years 
Annual Estimated Award: $88,275.00 
Initial Term Estimated Award: $264,825.00 
Option Term Estimated Award: NA 
Total Estimated Award: $264,825.00 
Funding Source: General Fund 
Account:  453-1000-53010-531030 
  

Non-Competitive procurement is under Local Government General Exemption: Section 252.022, 
(a), (7), (A) items that are available from only one source because of patents, copyrights, secret 
processes, or natural monopolies.  

The Purchasing & Strategic Sourcing Department and Library Department recommend award as 
indicated to Smart Horizons Career Online High School LLC., dba Smart Horizons Career Online 
Education (SHCOE), under the exemption listed above.  
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It is requested that the City Manager be authorized to establish the funding sources and make 
any necessary budget transfers and execute any and all documents necessary for execution of 
this award. 
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