
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA SUMMARY FORM 

DEPARTMENT/ COUNCIL OFFICE: El Paso Police Department 

AGENDA DATE: 4114126

PUBLIC HEARING DATE: 4128126

CONTACT PERSON NAME: 
Victor Zarur, Executive A/Chief 

2nd CONTACT PERSON NAME: 

DISTRICT($) AFFECTED: All Districts

AGENDA ITEM: 

PHONE NUMBER: 1-915-212-4303

PHONE NUMBER: 

An ordinance amending TITLE 12 (VEHICLES & TRAFFIC), Chapter 12.54 (TOWING REGULATIONS AND FEES) to amend 
section 12.54.040 (PENAL TY) to add additional penalty sections and add section 12.54.070 (VIOLATIONS) to prohibit solicitation of 
towing businesses at the scene of traffic accidents; The penalty as provided by section 12.54.040 (PENAL TY) of the City Code. 

ISSUE STATEMENT: 
In the interest of public safety. soliciting towing business on public streets, public way, other public property, or city sidewalk is 
prohibited; presence at the scene of collision as prima facie evidence of violation. Any person violating any provision of sections 
12.54.020, 12.54.030, or 12.54.070 of this chapter commits an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars 
pursuant to Section 12+84.010+ 

BACKGROUND: 
The ordinance amendmet was developed in regard to addressing solic1talion of towing services in public ways. The objective is to 
implement an ordinance to protect the public; accident victims and promote road safey. 

COUNCIL OPTIONS: 
First reading, take no aclion. No Motion needed 

COMMITTEE REVIEW AND/OR RECOMMENDATION: 
This item was not reviewed by a City Council committee. 
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ORDINANCE NO. --------

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 (VEHICLES & TRAFFIC), CHAPTER 
12.54 (TOWING REGULATIONS AND FEES) TO AMEND SECTION 12.54.040 
(PENAL TY) TO ADD ADDITIONAL PENAL TY SECTIONS AND ADD SECTION 
12.54.070 (VIOLATIONS) TO PROHIBIT SOLICITING OF TOWING 
BUSINESSES AT THE SCENE OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS; THE PENALTY AS 
PROVIDED BY SECTION 12.54.040 (PENALTY) OF THE CITY CODE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2308.202 of the Texas Occupations Code, the 
City has the authority to regulate the fees that may be charged in connection with a 
nonconsent tow originating in the City of El Paso; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to add violations that apply to Chapter 12.54 (Towing 
Regulations and Fees) to prohibit solicitating of towing businesses at the scene of a car 
accident or collision; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance amendment furthers the City' s Goals, under Goal 2, 
setting the standard for a safe and secure City. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO: 

Section 1. That Section 12.54.040 (Penalty) be amended as follows: 

12.54.040- Penalty. 
Any person violating any provision of Sections 12.54.020, 12.54.030, or 12.54.070 of this 
chapter commits an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars pursuant 
to Section 12.84.010. 

Section 2. That Section 12.54.070 (Violations) be added as follows: 

12.54.070 - Violations. 
In the interest of public safety, soliciting towing services business on public streets, public 
way, other public property, or city sidewalk is prohibited; presence at scene of traffic 
accident or incident management scene is prima facie evidence of a violation. 

A. A person commits an offense if: 

1. The person arrives at the scene of a traffic accident or an incident management 
scene to perform a nonconsent or incident management tow of a motor vehicle, or 
motorcycle without first being contacted by the police department, vehicle owner, 
vehicle driver, or an insurance company for the vehicle. 
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2. The person directly or indirectly solicits, on public streets, public way, other 
public property, or city sidewalk, located in the city, towing services, including 
towing, removing, repairing, wrecking, storing, trading, selling, or purchasing 
related to a vehicle that has been damaged in an accident; 

3. The person enters the scene of a traffic accident, an incident management scene, 
or other area under the control of a peace officer or public safety employee without 
the permission of the peace officer or public safety employee; or 

4. The person uses a third party to approach a traffic accident or incident 
management scene to solicit for a towing business as prohibited under this chapter. 

B. The presence of any auto tow company vehicle or employee, car dolly, towing 
equipment, trailer, business card, flyer, electronic picture or message, or any form of 
soliciting and making reference to a business, towing service, or body shop being presented 
to individuals at the scene of a traffic accident, or any similar service. Any employee or 
third party acting for the towing service that was not dispatched by the police department 
or requested by the vehicle owner, vehicle driver, or insurance company at the scene of a 
traffic accident or incident management scene in the city after the traffic accident or prior 
to the removal of all disabled vehicles shall be prima facie evidence of solicitation in 
violation of this section. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect on June _ , 2026. 

Section 4. Except as herein amended, Title 12 of the El Paso City Code shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

ADOPTED THIS _ day of April, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF EL PASO 

Renard U. Johnson 
Mayor 



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Eric Gutierre 
Senior Assistant City Attorney 
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APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

NC J.F. BRIONES #1609 

Peter Pacillas 
Chief of Police 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ _ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12 (VEHICLES & TRAFFIC), CHAPTER 
12.54 (TOWING REGULATIONS AND FEES) TO AMEND SECTION 12.54.040 
(PENAL TY) TO ADD ADDITIONAL PENAL TY SECTIONS AND ADD SECTION 
12.54.070 (VIOLATIONS) TO PROHIBIT SOLICITING OF TOWING 
BUSINESSES AT THE SCENE OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS; THE PENAL TY AS 
PROVIDED BY SECTION 12.54.040 (PENAL TY) OF THE CITY CODE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2308.202 of the Texas Occupations Code, the 
City has the authority to regulate the fees that may be charged in connection with a 
nonconsent tow originating in the City of El Paso; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires lo add violations that apply to Chapter 12.54 (Towing 
Regulations and Fees) to prohibit solicitating of towing businesses at the scene of a car 
accident or collision; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance amendment furthers the City's Goals, under Goal 2, 
setting the standard for a safe and secure City. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO: 

Section I. That Section 12.54.040 (Penalty) be amended as follows: 

12.54.040 - Penalty. 
Any person violating any provision of Sections J.2.54.020. '8ftO J 2 .54.030. or 12 .54.070 of this 
chapter commits an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars pursuant 
to Section 1~.84,QlG>•H,84.(),l0. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______ _ 

Section 2. That Section 12.54.070 (Violations) be added as follows: 

12.S4.070 - Violations. 
In the interest of public safety, soliciting towing ~n,ices business on public streets, public 
way, other public property, or city s idewalk is prohibitedj presence al scene of 1raffic 
accident or incident management scene 1s prima facie evidence of a violation~ 

A. A person co mmits an offen~e if: 

I, The ,xrson arrives al \k spene of a traffic accjden1 or ui jncjdrot man.M!l._mcnt 
~eJ~ IQ pe;rfoun a o.onw n;;cnt or io1;id~ot i:nanagtrm:m tow oJ a motor vehi_cl~. or 
motorcycle without first ~inn contacted by the_police de artment. vehicle owner, 
Yehic]e driver, gr an insurance m!m'.!SOY for l))t ~ehicle. 
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2. The nerson directly o r indirfftly solicilS, pn puqhc ;;tretts, pt1blic way, olhq 
pµblif PWW!Y, or c jty ~jdewan:. located in the cjty, towing services, including, 
tqwitJg, rem.ovipg, tt;paj.r1og, wttckjng, storing. trading, selling, or purchas 

related to a vehicle that hg.!xen rum!~ed in an acddrnt; 

~. The person enlgs the s~e of a traffic ae<.jdent, an jncidCfil ma.nag£Ul£l'II WCJ:1£, 
or other area under the control of a peace o fficer or Pttblic safety employg; wilhqu.t 
Ille, penniss1on of the peace officer or public safety employee, or 

4. A peJse!) 11ls@ iii!J1:uBi1:;1111 11ffeo1;e iflMyThe PWWI ITTern third party toapproacl1 
l traffic awdmt,or incident management sgme; tosojicjt (Of a lowi1;ni bJiyne~s as 
ptohibi1cd under th11 chapter. 

B. The presence of any a.1.119 low company vehtde or employee, car dolly, towing 
~quipment. tra,iler, buftiness card. llyer. elem onic picture or message. or Any [Qffil (l{ 

soljciJjog_""90,d making reference to a business, towini service, or b-04v sh~ bsinE 
presented to individuals at the scene of a traffic accident. or any similar service. on~ 
employee or third party a<;tj,ng fur 1he towing serv:i~e tb.u wn not dispatJ:11.ed by the police 
department or requested by the vehicle owner, vehicle driver, or insur11nce 1,omV)!IJly at the 
~oeneof a traffic acceidenl or incidrnt man;agement scene in the city after the traffic acciJ#ent 

-OT prior to the removal of all d jsab!e-0 vehjcles shall be prjma facie evidence of so lk it8tjgn 
jn ymlauon of this rection. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect on June _, 2026. 

Section 4. Except as herein amended, Title 12 of the El Paso City Code shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

ADOPTED THIS day of Apnl, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

2S-HQ#S67K TRAN 620S92 I PD 
Towing Onlinance Anm1drneru 
EG 

CITY OF EL PASO 

Renard U. Johnson 
Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 



Eric Gutierrez 
Semor Assistant City Attorney 
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Peter Pacillas 
Chief of Police 
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