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MINUTES

Members Present
Ron Baker
George Elsaesser
Gina Lewis
Melissa Harcrow
Ruben Ramirez
Donald Brown 

          
1. Roll Call
Members Absent: Ron Jackson (District 2)
A quorum was established.
2. Discussion and Action to Approve Minutes of: April 16, 2026
Motion: Approve April 16, 2026 meeting minutes.
Motion made by: Ron Baker.
Seconded by: George Elsaesser.
Vote: Motion carried by voice vote.
3. Citizen Comment Period
No citizen comments were provided.
No action was taken.
4. El Paso VA Health Care Clinic Update
Presenter: Amin Henriquez, Chief, Center for Development & Civic Engagement.
The Committee received an informational update regarding VA programs, services, and upcoming veteran-related events.
No action was taken.
5. El Paso County Update – Veterans Assistance Program
Presenter: Antoinette Hunt, El Paso County Veteran Service Officer.
The Committee received an informational update regarding the County Veterans Advisory Board legislative priorities, veteran outreach events, and the Veterans Capital Initiative.
No action was taken.
6. Discussion: Community Update – ASYMCA
Presenter: Jerry Jacobitz, Executive Director, Armed Services YMCA.
The Committee received a presentation regarding ASYMCA programs and services supporting service members, military families, and veterans, including childcare, food assistance, emergency support services, spouse employment initiatives, and community outreach efforts.
No action was taken.
7. Discussion: Community Update – Darci Escandon, Women Veteran PTSD
Presenter was not present.
No presentation was provided.
No action was taken.
8. Discussion and Action: Vote to Excuse Absence of Donna Juarez from April VAC Meeting
Motion: Excuse absence for Donna Juarez from April VAC meeting.
Motion made by: Ron Baker.
Seconded by: Donald Brown.
Vote: Motion carried by voice vote.
9. Discussion: Monthly Update from VAC Subcommittees
a. The Committee received an update regarding legislative priorities, strategic planning efforts, veteran employment initiatives, and the proposed veteran discount directory.
b. Homelessness
The Committee received an update regarding homelessness subcommittee goals, coordination with City and VA homelessness representatives, and future presentations regarding veteran homelessness services.
c. Mental Health
The Committee received an update regarding enhancements to the City’s Veteran Resource webpage, verification of mental health resources, and expansion of available resource listings.
		No action was taken.
10. City of El Paso Veteran and Military Affairs Update
Presenter: Luther Jones, Veterans Program Coordinator.
The Committee received updates regarding the veteran discount directory, upcoming VAC presentation to City Council, the Veteran Needs Assessment, and ongoing military and defense community initiatives supporting Fort Bliss and the City of El Paso.
No action was taken.
11. Announcements
The Committee discussed upcoming veteran and military-related events including Memorial Day activities, veterans resource fairs, Women Veterans Day events, Purple Heart recognition ceremonies, Heroes on the Water, Coffee with Veterans, and other community outreach opportunities.
No action was taken.
12. Discussion on Proposed Agenda Items for Next Meeting
The Committee discussed inviting representatives from the VA Homeless Program and Forge Now to provide presentations at a future meeting.
The Committee also discussed adding Donald Brown to the Homelessness Subcommittee.
No action was taken.
13. Next VAC Meeting
Thursday, June 18, 2026 – 10:00 a.m.
14. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment
Motion to adjourn: Ron Baker.
Second: George Elsaesser.
Vote: Unanimous.
Meeting adjourned.


Approved By:

___________________________________________________________________________       
Luther Jones – Veterans Program Coordinator 
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