
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

DEPARTMENT: 

AGENDA DATE: 

Fire Department 

July 16, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  n/a 

CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:  Chief Jonathan P. Killings, (915) 212-5665

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All Districts 

STRATEGIC GOAL:  Goal 2: Set the Standard for a Safe and Secure City 

SUBGOAL:  2.3 Increase public safety operational efficiency 

SUBJECT: 
That the Mayor be authorized to sign, on behalf of the City of El Paso, an Interlocal 
Agreement between the City of El Paso and the Town of Horizon, for the El Paso Fire Marshals 
Office to provide assistance to the Horizon City Police Department with arson investigations 
occurring within the Town of Horizon.

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
The purpose of this Agreement is to establish response and investigative protocols, pursuant to which the 
parties agree that EPFMO shall provide assistance to HCPD in responding to the demands of arson 
investigations within the city limits of Horizon City. lt is understood that the crime of arson represents both a 
fire service problem and a law enforcement problem for a community. Experience shows that the most 
effective deterrent to arson lies both in effective investigation of every fire and taking proactive preventative 
measures. Personnel assigned to conduct fire investigation must be skilled in origin & cause determination, 
physical evidence collection, interviewing and interrogation, and case preparation and documentation. 
Accomplishment of the mission to significantly reduce arson in Horizon City requires the full commitment of 
all fire service and law enforcement personnel, prosecutors and other allied agencies working together with 
the community. It is the purpose of this agreement that the agencies listed agree to work together to 
investigate arson within the city limits of Horizon City. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: N/A

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

HAVE ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTS BEEN NOTIFIED?  _X__ YES ___NO 
PRIMARY DEPARTMENT: Fire Department 

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

DEPARTMENT HEAD: 

________________________________________________________________________ 
(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign also) 
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RESOLUTION 
 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 
 
 That the Mayor be authorized to sign, on behalf of the City of El Paso, an Interlocal 
Agreement between the City of El Paso and the Town of Horizon, for the El Paso Fire Marshals 
Office to provide assistance to the Horizon City Police Department with arson investigations 
occurring within the Town of Horizon. 
 
 APPROVED this the ______ day of _______________ 2024. 
 
       THE CITY OF EL PASO 
 
 
             
       Oscar Lesser 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Laura D. Prine 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 

   _______________________________ 
Carlos L. Armendariz     Jonathan P. Killings, Chief  
Assistant City Attorney    El Paso Fire Department  
 



The State of Texas 

County of El Paso 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF HORIZON 

CITY, TEXAS AND THE CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

The lnterlocal Agreement ("Agreement") is made and entered into by and between the Town of 

Horizon City, Texas ("Horizon City") and the City of El Paso, Texas ("City of El Paso"), providing 

for the El Paso Fire Marshals Office (hereinafter referred to as "EPFMO") to provide assistance 

to the Horizon City Police Department (hereinafter referred to as "HCPD") in arson investigations, 

pursuant to the provisions of the Texas Tnterlocal Cooperation Act. Horizon City and the City of 

El Paso may individually be referred to as a "Party" or collectively as "Parties" to this Agreement. 

HCPD and EPFMO may individually be referred to as an "Agency" or collectively as "Agencies" 

in this Agreement. 

WHEREAS, Horizon City and the City of El Paso are local governments in the State of Texas; 

and 

WHEREAS, the HCPD is a law enforcement agency of Horizon City; and 

WHEREAS, the EPFMO is an agency of the City of El Paso; and 

WHEREAS, Texas Government Code, Chapter 791, Texas lnterlocal Cooperation Act, Sections 

791.003(3)(8), (D), (K) and (N), and 791.003(4)(A) allow local governments to contract with one 

another to perform governmental functions and services, including arson investigations and other 
governmental functions in which the contracting parties are mutually interested; and 

WHEREAS, the HCPD and the EPFMO, each pursuant to its statutory and constitutional 

authority, are responsible for investigating suspicions of arson, and are desirous that the necessary 

agreements be entered into by and between the Horizon City and the City of El Paso to facilitate 

assistance between the agencies during emergency conditions occurring within Horizon City; and 

WHEREAS, Horizon City and the City of El Paso believe that a cooperative agreement between 

the agencies would provide a benefit to the residents of Horizon City; and 

WHEREAS, Horizon City and the City of El Paso are authorized to enter into this Agreement 

pursuant to the lnterlocal Cooperation Act, Texas Government Code 791.00 I et seq., (the "Act") 

and Chapter 775 Texas Health and Safety Code, which authorizes local governments to contract 

with each other to perform governmental functions and services under the terms of the Act; and 

Page 1 of8 



NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements contained 

herein, the Parties agree as follows: 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish an interagency agreement on the level and duration 

of response and commitment, investigative methodology, collection of evidence and other matters 

critical to the success of the m ission to effectively investigate arson. 

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish response and investigative protocols, pursuant to 

which the parties agree that EPFMO shall provide assistance to HCPD in responding to the 

demands of arson investigations within the city limits of Horizon City. 

lt is understood that the crime of arson represents both a fire service problem and a law 

enforcement problem for a community. Experience shows that the most effective deterrent to arson 

lies both in effective investigation of every fire and taking proactive preventative measures. 

Personnel assigned to conduct fire investigation must be skilled in origin & cause determination, 

physical evidence collection, interviewing and interrogation, and case preparation and 

documentation. Accomplishment of the mission to significantly reduce arson in Horizon City 

requires the full commitment of all fire service and law enforcement personnel, prosecutors and 

other allied agencies working together with the community. 

It is the purpose of this agreement that the agencies listed agree to work together to investigate 

arson within the city limits of Horizon City. 

Article 1 

STANDARDIZED ARSON/FIRE NOTIFICATION PROTOCOL 

I. SOLE REQUESTING/NO TIFICATION AUTHORITY. The HCPD is designated as the sole

requesting authority for the investigative services of the EPFMO within Horizon City.

2. WHEN TO NOTIFY. In addition to the notification requirements established under applicable

state law, these are the steps in notification. Upon discovery or notification of arson suspected by 

the responding fire department to the HCPD, the Criminal Investigations Division Lieutenant of 

the HCPD shall be notified. In turn, the CID Lieutenant shall notify the EPFMO.

3. INFORMATION NEEDED: Whenever the Emergency Services District # I notifies both

entities, the reporting fire fighter or dispatcher shall provide that representative with the following

information as a minimum:

A. Date/ time, and location of the incident;

B. Description of the incident;
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(Signatures Continue on Following Page)



Approved as to Form:

____________________________ 
Carlos L. Armendariz
Assistant City Attorney

Approved as to Content:

________________________________ Dated: ________________
Jonathan P. Killings, Chief 
El Paso Fire Department

Dated: ________________06/17/2024 

6/18/2024
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