PHAP26-00030

Date: June 25, 2026

Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness

Property Owner: Ricardo and Elizabeth Mendoza

Representative: Ricardo and Elizabeth Mendoza

Legal Description: 24 Sunset Heights 5 & E 1/2 Of 6 (4507 Sq Ft), City of El Paso, El Paso
County, Texas

Historic District: Sunset Heights

Location: 705 Upson Drive

Representative District:  #8

Existing Zoning: R-5/H (Residential/Historic)

Year Built: 1930

Historic Status: Contributing

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for infill of front yard after-the-fact

Orig. Application Filed: 6/11/2026
Orig. 45 Day Expiration:  7/26/2026

ITEM #2

3 519 Fos/Anggles D Apartmatis, in an 4 zo
90, Ngh-copfsganhg roof spycturéqver, swjrs to b er.fgl
&
&
b e 'os Ahgeles At re built prsar.to.195'
80 SO onformp i th: bt
p: g sige setba Prope .
71 20 2 00 andsgaing requirgmenys; and 0 off- parking spacgs;’s
5'C Vay
£
-5‘;08 Corto, 'S u
o
Upsdy Dr.Sidedard setbac ?f.S. %pp pt P £ al}‘]‘il_y 4
OF ELy 5 SUNSET? TS
undyf Drsipe Sige stree ctmpalativedand tirea ﬂl‘o;r;k {n R/ H-zghz0rglin e regr, addjtion
&
ot
v*_ 62 Prospec! artmeng building>Ween yented for, '
& ) Prospeet St Rear,yard of11:8'NW,:
S 1
¢ 720, psomApartingnts’ in Mesidential/zonefi Setpack & g pr o955
42\ ENg ProshactBidor f0 1958, front'&'
4 Qd.’ 65¢Ups 1 Br i in;, i‘de gt_biask £: o‘nff tr'e’sl s ing
Gy Q? 659 Upson e at rary setback to. thb g "Sid propegtisdine. pri 1
700 Upsdin' Dr:West side, yiwd ack of 14 WLACZ0-001
81 undy. “Confarming strug LED s nt/side’and reqr).” Huilt|prior, to¥955 6 ps Sdd qaghge 8 Apa since 10578
& o TAGA 1R ENEEn SATTES - AR SR % lotetetelo et te %% X ‘3




GENERAL INFORMATION:

The applicant seeks approval for:

Certificate of Appropriateness for infill of front yard after-the-fact

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS of
the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations:

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the
following:

Landscaping is an inherent part of a building’s siting and design. Good landscaping
reinforces the architectural qualities of a structure and its context. When new
landscaping is planned, it should be designed to complement the structure and the
streetscape. Materials which can be documented as being historic to the area should
be given first priority.

Grass and sod may be removed from front yards, side yards on a corner provided not
more than 50% of the area is covered with gravel or other masonry. Grass and sod
may be removed from parkways provided not more than 50% of the area is covered
with gravel or other masonry that is made of impervious materials (brick pavers, gravel,
and masonry pavers). The remaining 50% must be covered with trees and living plants
that provide ground cover.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall
be avoided.

The modifications are that the front yard be brought into compliance with the guidelines including the
removal of 50% of the paving and the installation of living ground cover; that the work be completed in
sixty (60) days; and that no new permits or approvals be approved until the property is in compliance.
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PREVIOUS CONDITION
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